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Status of Conservation Projects 

Lilian’s Lovebird Conservation (Liwonde national Park) – The project has been carried out 

successfully. A full report is in preparation and should be ready by Mid February and will be sent to 

you. Among the key findings is the fact that the population seems to still be healthy with an estimated 

+/-3000 individuals occurring in the park. The discovery that hunting is of this bird is also done in the 

agriculture fields has raised concern and needs to be investigated further. Most communities say that 

the birds cause significant damage to their crops. More funding will be sought to try and investigate 

this. 

Mulanje Mountain Ringing – This project is still being supported by the Mulanje Mountain 

Conservation trust and is expected to continue. Continuation will however be under a new project that 

looks at monitoring the IBA using the Global Framework so as to produce an IBA status report at the 

end of the year. 

Yellow-throated Apalis – A new initiative has been launched to research the Malosa Mountains for the 

apalis which was not recorded there during a 2007 project. However having been shown a 

photograph, some of the forestry officers say they have seen it in a different area than was searched 

in 2007. An environmental Education approach is being used in this study. Some wildlife club 

members will accompany the research team to the mountain later this year. 

Conservation Concerns 

Hunting – more and more ‘bird kebabs’ are seen being sold on the roads of Malawi. It is assumes that 

the birds killed are pests such as quelas but no one is actually sure if this is true. Hunting in such 

areas as the lower shire need to be investigated as this seems the most popular with these kebabs. 

Birds from there can now be found at the local market in Blantyre. 

Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks)  

A short course titled ‘birding for conservation’ was carried out with guides at Majete National Park. 

Other Concerns or Issues 

As of 1 Dec 2010, I have changed jobs and am now working as the Ornithologist at the Museum of Malawi in 

Blantyre. This is a good move as it puts me in a position to do more conservation work. The first issue of Vocifer 

was produced last year after a number of years break. Lizzane Roxburgh is in charge of putting this together and 

collects all interesting sightings from people through the Malawi birding yahoo group.  Two IBA’s in Malawi (Mt 

Mulanje & Liwonde NP) now have signposts identifying them as sites globally recognised for bird conservation. 


