Republic of Djibouti  (Feb 09) Abdi Jama

1. Status of Conservation Projects 

There are no conservation projects of the natural environment in Djibouti as far as I know. None! 

2. Conservation Concerns 

The backcountry of this small nation is almost entirely bereft of trees and bushes. The unmanaged long term exploitation of forest lands has led to only a few indigenous stands in a few places like Foret du Day. These few sites are under great pressure from land-hungry communities. 

These few undisturbed areas are where some of Djibouti's special birdlife like the endemic Djibouti Francolin, P. ochropectus, is found. So barring a miraculous intervention, it's a matter of time before these remnant forests are decimated and the birds (and other fauna) in them are no more. 

3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries 

Oh! yes! ( Please see attached images). 

Even though I have yet to see the only endemic species in Djibouti (Djibouti Francolin, P. ochropectus), I had the good fortune to see Bonelli's Eagle, H. fasciata, near Bangoulle' forest a couple of weeks ago! It is a strangely out of place breeding species whose haunts are along the south palearctic belt along the Mediterranean Sea. 

I have also seen and photographed Slender-billed (L. genei) and Yellow-legged gulls (L. cachinnans) near Djibouti Port Bay. 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs 

There are no bird clubs in Djibouti yet but DjiboutiNature and NatureDjibouti are two bird-related NGOs in the country. 

I am urging their personnel to accept me to represent their country for the ABC. 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 
The land is pure French and my French is not so strong, and my Somali (the language) strictly unfashionable, my work is cut out for me. 

To make inroads into this 'island' culture, I will begin with the personnel of the two NGOs mentioned above. They do speak a measure of English. Hopefully, I can even manage to get them to volunteer to become ABC reps for their country. 
6. Other Concerns or Issues
Six: 

  

1. That dreaded Chilean misqute bush has become king along all the drainages from the high country down to sea level. Neither the hardy acacia species nor the gnarly Masas trees are a match for it. It's simply king here! 

2. There is a mammoth bridge envisaged to be constructed across the Bab Al-Mandab Straits (narrowest point of the Red Sea/Gulf of Aden) joining Djibouti and Africa to the Arab Island and beyond. (Google: Djibouti/Yemen Bridge). The size, logistics and environmental impact are simply stupendous. 

The exact point where this mega-bridge is supposed to go across happens to be a mega-flyway for hundreds of African-European migratory species. The impact from the two mega-cities planned to be built on either side of the Straits (2.5-3 million inhabitants each!) alone has to be considerable. 

Many European writers including economists are characterizing it as a pipe dream but the Middle Eastern Development Corporation has already given the project the go ahead with the biggest and the best engineering talent from the west ready to go. 
This twenty year, 200 billion buck project, if it goes ahead, has to have a major negative impact on the environment and the wildlife dependent on it. 

3. The construction boom in Djibouti city metropolis is affecting the seafront. The big new Durale Port has eaten up a large open bay that used to have fantastic mudflats at low tide used by a large variety of gulls, terns and shorebirds. The nice Port Bay is under pressure from pollution as a result the thousands of city folk who use it as an out house. It used to be a magnificent site excellent for a large mix of seabirds. 

To even take a pair of binoculars let alone a camera about is not safe. You get harassed by idle people and the police are unduly suspicious and harsh. 

4. The large fancy estates that stretch from the Sheraton Hotel are restricting access to the seafront. There too many armed police and military people guarding BIG people. It is just getting more and more difficult to go out birding along the seafront. The lovely small open access to the water south of the Siesta Hotel is so crowded that except for very early in the mornings, no wild bird worth its name could be seen there. 
5. The Indian House crow C. splendens has long taken over Djibouti From the French! It's a major problem and is spreading down the northern Somaliland / Somali coastline.  

6. The famous Lake Abe', home of thousands of flamingos and countless shorebirds is shrinking and dying because of the disappearing inflow from the Wash River. Too much water is being diverted for by agro-business interests in Ethiopia. (please see images). 
  

