Records – Checklists

Baker C.T.  2004.  Additions to the 1731 C1 (Domboshawa) QDS list of species.  Honeyguide 50: 72-76.  (cbaker@helsteds.co.zw; Harare, Zimbabwe)


1992-2003 additions to species list for quarter degree square subsequent to Atlas.

Baker M.  2004.  A preliminary survey of the avifauna of Eminit Forest, Loima Hills, western Turkana District.  Scopus 24: 21-32.  (safaris@marc-baker.com; Arusha, Tanzania)


87 species found including 2 of Conservation Concern using mist-netting and Timed Species Counts in April-May 2001.  Is an isolated outlier of forest in northern Kenya.

Brewster C.A.  2004.  Birds of the Bobirwa area of eastern Botswana.  Babbler 44: 3-43.  (Gaborone, Botswana)


Comprehensive fully annotated checklist.

Brewster C.A. & Tyler S.J.  2004.  Summary of Category B records.  Babbler 44: 100-105.  (Gaborone, Botswana)


Notes on 54 species Aug 2003-March 2004.

Clouet M. & Goar J.-L.  2004.  L’avifaune de l’Adrar Tirharhar/Adrar des Iforas (Mali).  Alauda 71: 469-474.  (dr.clouet@wanadoo.fr; Toulouse, France)


3 years work on south-Saharan mountain in dry season recorded 66 species.  Several breeding records documented.  3 nests of Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos found.

Demey R. & Rainey H.J.  2004.  The birds of Pic de Fon Forest Reserve, Guinea: a preliminary survey.  Bull. ABC 11: 126-138.  (rondemey@compuserve.com; Den Haag, Netherlands)


2 week survey Nov-Dec 2002 of 25600ha forest area.  List of 233 species and notes on selected ones included.

Skerrett A. & SBRC  2004.  Seychelles Bird Records Committee.  Birdwatch Seychelles 51: last 4pp (no pagination)  (No address given)


Records of 23 species mostly from late 2003.

Records – North Africa

Ayé R.  2004.  Troisième observation d’un Pluvier fauve Pluvialis fulva en Tunisie.  Alauda 72: 244.  (Basel, Switzerland)


At Mahrès in Feb 2004.

Jansen J.J.F.J.  2004.  Distribution of Dupont’s Lark in Morocco.  Dutch Birding 26: 116-117.  (justinDBA@cs.com; Netherlands)


Chersophilus duponti at Tizi-n-Taghatine in Jan 2004.

Records – West Africa

van den Alcher M. & Claffey P.  2004.  Further records from the remnant forests of Benin: White-tailed Ant-Thrush Neocossyphus poensis and Bioko Batis Batis poensis.  Bull. ABC 11: 32-33.  (impetus.cotonou@firstnetl.com; Cotonou, Benin)


In Pobé classified forest  Apr 2003.

Clark W.S. & Barlow C.  2004.  Status of Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus and Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle C. beaudouini in The Gambia.  Bull. ABC 11: 27-29.  (raptours@earthlink.net; Texas, USA)


50 observations over last 3 years suggests Beaudouin’s is resident, although no nest has been found.  Short-toed is rare.

Cruse R.  2004.  Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus in Senegal in December 2003.  Bull. ABC 11: 147-148.  (rmbc@wanadoo.fr; France)


Near St Louis Dec 2003.

Herroelen P.  2003.  Reidentification of two Nyanza Swifts from the Congo Basin.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 278-280.  (paul.herroelen@tiscali.be; Tervuren, Belgium)


The two presumed Apus niansae from Oka and Bambesa are actually small Common Swifts A. apus, but a specimen from Semliki in DRC is A. niansae and is only record of the species outside its ‘normal’ range.

Marks B.D. & 5 other authors  2004.  Rediscovery of the White-necked Picathartes Picathartes gymnocephalus in Ghana.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 124: 151-153.  (bmarks5@lsu.edu; Louisiana, USA)


Mar 2003 including a nest site in Brong-Ahafo region.

Messemaker R.  2004.  First record of Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius for Cameroon and West Africa.  Bull. ABC 11: 34-35.  (r.messemaker@natuurmonumenten.nl; Wannerperveen, Netherlands)


At Logone, N Cameroon Jan 2001.

McGregor R.  2004.  New records of Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana in Nigeria.  Bull. ABC 11: 30-31.  (St Andrews, UK)


At least 4 on Jos Plateau in Nov-Dec 2002.

Mills M., Cohen C. & Spottiswoode C.  2004.  Little known African bird: Gabela Akalat, Angola’s long-neglected Gabelatrix.  Bull. ABC 11: 149-151.  (Percy Fitzpatrick Inst., Cape Town, South Africa)


Notes on several sightings of Sheppardia gabela.

Pilard P., Thiollay J.-M. & Rondeau G.  2004.  Données sur l’hivernage du Faucon crécerellette Falco naumanni en Afrique de l’Ouest.  Alauda 72: 323-328.  (philippe.pilard@wanadoo.fr; Mas Thibert, France)


250 Lesser Kestrels found in 11 groups in SE Niger,  No others found on 5000km trip through Sahel and Sudan climate zones in general area.

Thiollay J.-M. & Mostefai N.  2004.  Le peuplement ornithologique de l’Ouest Algérien: observations inédites en période de nidification.  Alauda 72: 335-337.  (Paris, France)


2 weeks in June 2004 produced some notable records in western Algeria.

Records – East Africa

Aspinall S.J., Porter R.F. & Al-Saghier O.  2004.  Four new bird species in Yemen from Socotra.  Sandgrouse 26: 48-51.  (Abu Dhabi, UAE)


Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus, Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis, Madagascar Pond Heron Ardeola idae and Amur Falcon Falco amurensis between 1999 and 2001.

Borghesio L. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Some interesting bird observations from northern Kenya.  Scopus 24: 33-39.  (borghesio@libero.it; Torino, Italy)


From S end of Lake Turkana, Marsabit Nat. Park, and Leroghi Forest, notes on 12 species.

Cordeiro N.J., Mulungu E., Maina G.G. & Lovett J.C.  2004.  Birds of the Kihansi Gorge, south-eastern Udzungwa Mountains.  Scopus 24: 11-20.  (ncorde1@uic.edu; Chicago, USA)


Nearly 3000ha reserve on SE edge.  69 forest species found including 3 globally threatened or range-restricted.

Dijkstra K.-D.B. & Balyesiima G.  2004.  First record of Orange-breasted Waxbill Estrilda melpoda in East Africa.  Scopus 24: 50.  (Leiden, Netherlands)


4 in June 2003 in Semliki Nat. Park, western Uganda.

Dowsett R.J.  2004.  Comments on the distribution of Cape Teal Anas capensis. Scopus 24: 41-45.  (dowsett@aol.com; Sumène, France)


Adds information to Baker (2003 Scopus 23: 29-43).

Leonard P. & Leonard A.  2004.  Black-rumped Buttonquail Turnix hottentota in Serengeti National Park, Tanzania.  Scopus 24: 46-47.  (pleonard@care4free.net; Nottingham, UK)


Jan 2003 after heavy rains is second record for Tanzania.

Mills M.  2004.  A range extension for Zenker’s Honeyguide Melignomon zenkeri from Kibale National Park, Uganda.  Scopus 24: 48-49.  (michaelmills@webmail.co.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst., Cape Town, South Africa)


Aug 2002 in mixed flock.

Pearson D.J., Ash J.S. & Bensch S.  2004.  The identity of some Hippolais specimens from Eritrea and the United Arab Emirates examined by mtDNA analysis: a record of Sykes’s Warbler H. rama in Africa.  Ibis 146: 683-684.  (david.pearson@freeuk.com; Suffolk, UK)

A specimen in Tring Museum from Eritrea in 1951 is H. rama.

Records – Southern Africa

Hardaker T.  2004.  Southern Africa’s rare bird roundup.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(6): 16-18.  (No address given)


A summary of Aug – Oct 2004.

Marais E. & Peacock F.  2004.  A plague of Locustella? – influx of River Warblers in northern South Africa.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 27-30.  (etim196@telkomsa.net; Vorna Valley, South Africa)


Estimated 700-1700 Locustella fluviatilis in Pretoria area Mar-Apr 2004.

Marais E. & Smith F.  2004.  A plethora of Corncrakes.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 30-31.  (etim196@telkomsa.net; Vorna Valley, South Africa)


113 records of Crex crex Dec 2003 – Apr 2004.

Spottiswoode C. & Lambert F.R.  2004.  First record of Tree Pipit in western South Africa.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 30.  (Cambridge, UK)


Anthus trivialis just N of Kimberley in Nov 2002.

Ward V.L.  2004.  New records and seasonality of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters off the southern African coast.  Bird Numbers 13(2):  31-32.  (vward@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Review of records (13 published) of Puffinus pacificus.

Ward V.L.  2004.  Lesser Crested Terns Sterna benghalensis on the South African Atlantic coast.  Atlantic Seabirds 5: 129-130.  (vward@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


5 records W of Cape Agulhas all in March.

Ward V.L., Oschadleus H.D. & Upfold L.  2004.  Southern Grey-headed Sparrows Passer diffusus range expansion in Western Cape.  AFRING News 33: 18-20.  (ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Oct 2002 at Lamberts Bay and 3 other localities nearby.

White R. & Hassell C.  2004.  American Golden Plover near Etosha NP, Namibia.  Lanioturdus 37(2): 6-10.  (rwhite@mweb.co.za; Gillitts, South Africa)


Nov 2003 Pluvialis dominica first inland for Namibia and perhaps southern Africa.
Records -- Islands

Bourne W.R.P., Ashmole N.P., Ashmole M.J. & Simmons K.E.L.  2003.  The distribution of guano and bird bones on Ascension Island, South Atlantic Ocean.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 250-257.  (Aberdeen, UK)


Extensive deposits all over low ground.  Uncertain whether numbers used to be very high or whether it is long term accumulation from many smaller colonies which moved around.

Merton D. & Bell M.  2003.  New seabird records from Round Island, Mauritius.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 212-215.  (Wellington, New Zealand)


4 species with the possibility of breeding now that mammal predators have been removed.

Woolaver L., Nichols R., Razafindrajao F. & Hawkins F.  2004.  Sighting of Van Dam’s Vanga Xenopirostris damii (Schlegel, 1866) in mangroves in north-west Madagascar.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 124: 69-71.  (lancewoolaver@hotmail.com; Ontario, Canada)


Single male seen Mar 2001 ca 30km NE of type locality at Ambazoana.

Migration – Palearctic

Berthold P., Katz M. & Querner U.  2004.  Long-term satellite tracking of White Stork (Ciconia ciconia) migration: constancy versus variability.  J. Ornithol. 145: 356-359.  (engele@orn.mpg.de; Radolfzell, Germany)


140 birds now tracked.  One for 12 migrations over 10 years showed there was considerable year to year variation between winter quarters and timing of migrations, stopover points etc, but also can be constant.

Hofmeyr J.  2004.  White Storks (83) – reading the rings.  Promerops 259: 14-16.


Several rings of Ciconia ciconia have been read using a telescope in Cape Town area.  Most from Germany, Poland and nearby countries.

Jadoul G., Hourlay F. & Toussaint A.C.  2004.  Suivi de la migration automnale de la Cicogne noire (Ciconia nigra) par télémétrie satellitaire.  Aves 40: 155-164.  (gerard.jadoul@skynet.be; Awenne, Belgium)


27 birds tracked in Luxembourg and N France went through Gibraltar to western Africa, Senegal to N Benin, and show fidelity to wintering sites.

Keijl G.O.  2004.  Departure of terns in spring 1999 from Namibia.  Atlantic Seabirds 5: 111-118.  (guido@hetnet.nl;  WIWO, Netherlands)


Most left in evening.  Departing flocks were only of Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis, Common S. hirundo and White-winged Terns Chlidonias leucopterus.  Major drop in roost numbers of these in late Feb onwards.

Meyburg B.-U. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Migration, wintering and breeding of a Lesser Spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina) from Slovakia tracked by satellite.  J. Ornithol. 145: 1-7.  (wwgbp@aol.com; Berlin, Germany)


Detailed notes on a bird wintering in Zimbabwe, northern South Africa and Mozambique.  Overall travelled ca 20000 km per year.

Meyburg B.-U., Gallardo M., Meyburg C. & Dimitrova E.  2004.  Migrations and sojourn in Africa of Egyptian Vultures (Neophron percnopterus) tracked by satellite.  J. Ornithol. 145: 273-280.  (wwgbp@aol.com; Berlin, Germany)


3 immatures from France and Bulgaria tracked to Mauritania and Chad.  One French bird stayed in home range in Mauretania for 3 years continuously before returning.  Bulgarian/Chad bird wandered more within Africa.

Salewski V. & 5 other authors.  2004.  Moult of three Palearctic migrants in their West African winter quarters.  J. Ornithol. 145: 109-116.  (Volker.salewski@web.de;  Helgoland, Germany)


Melodious Hippolais polyglotta, Willow Phylloscopus trochilus Warblers and Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca in Comoé Nat. Park, Ivory Coast 1994-1998 have different patterns.  Strategies not easily related to environmental conditions.

Shine T.  2004.  The conservation status of Eastern Mauretania’s ephemeral wetlands and their role in the migration and wintering of Black Storks (Ciconia nigra).  Aves: 40: 228-240.  (tm.shine@ulst.ac.uk; Coleraine, Northern Ireland)


A very important area for the species.

Various authors.  2004.  Summaries of several papers on Black Stork Ciconia nigra wintering.  Aves 40: 171-183.

Villarubias S.  2004.  Suivi satellitaire des déplacements de deux couples nicheurs de Cicognes noires (Ciconia nigra) en France.  Aves 40: 92-99.  (Stephanie.villarubias@anf.fr)


2 pairs of Black Storks tracked by satellite from France to S Mauritania.

Walther B.A., Wisz M.S. & Rahbetz C.  2004.  Known and predicted African winter distributions and habitat use of the endangered Basra Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus griseldis) and the near-threatened Cinereous Bunting (Emberiza cineracea).  J. Ornithol. 145: 287-299.  (reprints@bruno-walther.dk; Copenhagen, Denmark)


Available actual data used to predict distributions using GIS.  Summary included of winter ecology of both species.

Yosef R. & Chernetsov N.  2004.  Stopover ecology of migratory Sedge Warblers (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) at Eilat, Israel.  Ostrich 75: 52-56. (ryosef@eilatcity.co.il;  Eilat, Israel)

Migration – Afrotropical

Childress B.  2004.  Unravelling Lesser Flamingo mysteries.  Kenya Birds 11(1): 5-8.  (brooks.childress@wwt.org.uk;  WWT, Slimbridge,. UK)


Short summary of recent studies of Phoeniconaias minor.

Childress B. & 5 other authors.  2004. Satellite tracking Lesser Flamingo movements in the Rift Valley, East Africa: pilot study report.  Ostrich 75: 57-65.  (brooks.childress@wwt.org.uk;  WWT, Slimbridge, UK)


4 male Phoeniconaias minor showed very different patterns: first went 687km with 7 visits to 4 lakes; second 263km 5 visits to 3 lakes; third 44 visits to 9 lakes; last thought to have been predated early on.  Data on length of stay etc also given.

McCulloch G.  2004.  Making for Makgadikgadi.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 14-15.


Notes on satellite tracking of Greater and Lesser Flamingos Phoenicopterus ruber and Phoeniconaias minor from site in NE Botswana.  Nomadic movements shown.

Swanepoel W.  2004.  Seasonal movements and distribution of the Whitebellied Sunbird in western and central Namibia.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 31-34.  (Windhoek, Namibia)


Cinnyris talatala in non-breeding season moving S and W from breeding areas.

Symes C.T. & Perrin M.R.  2003.  Seasonal occurrence and local movements of the Grey-headed (Brown-necked) Parrot Poicephalus fuscicollis suahelicus in southern Africa.  Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 299-305.  (Scottsville, South Africa)


Seasonal migratory movements occur in parts of range probably responding to food resources.

Ecology

Birdlife Botswana Crane Working Group.  2004.  Report on the pilot project to capture Wattled Cranes.  Babbler 44: 51-55.  (cranegroup@dynabyte.bw;  Maun, Botswana)


Bugeranus carunculatus can be captured at night.

Borghesio L.  2004.  Variation in waterbird populations of two freshwater lakes in Marsabit National Park, northern Kenya.  Scopus 24: 1-10.  (borghesio@libero.it; Torino, Italy)


2 small wetlands counted Mar 2000 and Dec 2002.  34 species and up to 3261 birds counted.

Borghesio L. & Laiolo P.  2004.  Habitat and feeding ecology of Kulal White-eye Zosterops kulalensis.  Bird Cons. Int. 14: 11-24.  (borghesio@libero.it; Torino, Italy)


Zosterops poliogaster kulalensis has a restricted range.  Dry season restricted to montane forest and fed frequently on fruit.  Wet season mostly insectivorous and more widespread into adjoining bush habitats.

Covas R., Brown C.R., Anderson M.D. & Brown M.B. 2004.  Juvenile and adult survival in the Sociable Weaver (Philetairus socius), a southern-temperate colonial cooperative breeder in Africa.  Auk 121: 1199-1207.  (rita.covas@ed.ac.uk;  Edinburgh, UK)


Annual survival 1993-2001 0.66 + 0.02 (SE).  Adult and juvenile survival the same and no significant changes between years.
Feare C.J. & Doherty P.F. Jr.  2004.  Survival estimates of adult Sooty Terns Sterna fuscata from Bird Island, Seychelles.  Ibis 146: 475-480.  (feare-wildwings@msn.com;  Surrey, UK)


Estimated at 91% and study mainly aimed at sustainability of egg harvest of species.

Foody G.M.  2004.  Spatial nonstationerity and scale-dependency in the relationship between species richness and environmental determinants for the sub-Saharan endemic avifauna.  Global Ecol. & Biogeog. 13: 315-320.  (g.m.foody@soton.ac.uk;  Southampton, UK)


Abstract is almost incomprehensible to me!  Seems that relationships between environmental variables are not spatially stationary.  Global model may not reflect local situation therefore.

Freeman S.N., Pomeroy D.E. & Tushabe H.  2003.  On the use of Timed Species Counts to estimate avian abundance indices in species-rich communities.  Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 337-348.  (BTO, Thetford, UK)

TSCs found useful in assessing relative abundance in species rich habitats.  A new statistic based on number of encounters in unit time has a Poisson distribution.  Proven to be better than mean score where important to compare abundances.

Hingrat Y. & 5 other authors.  2004.  Relationships between home range size, sex and season with reference to the mating system of the Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata undulata.  Ibis 146: 314-322.  (stjalme@wanadoo.fr;  Clères, France)


Data from radiotagged birds in eastern Morocco fulfil definition of an exploded lek social structure.  Birds are sedentary with limited home ranges of males 17 km2, females 146km2.

Jansen R. & Crowe T.M.  2002.  Population fluctuations in relation to seasonal habitat preferences of the Swainson's spurfowl, Pternistis swainsonii.  Afr. J. Ecol. 40: 309-317.


Francolinus swainsonii.

Komdeur J. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Why Seychelles Warblers fail to recolonize nearby islands:  unwilling or unable to fly there!  Ibis 146: 298-302.  (j.komdeur@biol.rug.nl;  Groningen, Netherlands)


Acrocephalus sechellensis dispersal from Cousin, its only site, is rare.  Do not differ from migratory relatives in pectoral muscle mass, wing shape or wing loading.  Therefore reluctance to cross barrier is reason.

Mangall M.J. & Crowe T.M.  2003.  The effects of agriculture on farmland bird assemblages on the Agulhas Plain, Western Cape, South Africa.  Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 266-276.  (Percy Fitzpatrick, Cape Town, South Africa)

Highest diversity at sites with a mixture of crops and Coastal Fynbos.  Last is the most important element and remaining bits should be retained.  Granivores and omnivores have benefited from increased agriculture but several others are reduced.

Motsumi S. & Hancock P.  2004.  Aerial survey of Wattled Cranes in the Okavango Delta, Botswana, August 2003.  Babbler 44: 44-51.  (cranegroup@dynabyte.bw;  Maun, Botswana)


Bugeranus carunculatus population estimated to be 1450 + ca 20% with 77 + 60% nests.

van Niekerk J.H.  2004.  Ecology and dispersion of Swainson's Spurfowl, Pternistis swainsonii, introduced to a modified habitat in the Heidelberg district, Gauteng Province, South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 178-180.  (thirstland@absamail.co.za; Parys, South Africa)


Francolinus swainsonii has been introduced into several areas for sport shooting.  Paper describes ecology and some management prescriptions for its survival.

Oschadleus H.D. & Lotz C.N.  2004.  June counts of waders, waterbirds and seabirds on Inhaca Island, Mozambique.  WSG Bull. 103: 78-80.  (dieter@adu.uct.ac.za;  ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Nearly 700 waterbirds counted.  Most previous counts at sites (summary given) have been in austral summer when Palearctics present.

Owino A.  2002.  Shoreline distribution patterns of Kittlitz's plover Charadrius pecuarius Temminck, at Lake Nakuru, Kenya.  Afr. J. Ecol. 40: 396-398.

Palacios C.-J.  2004.  Current status and distribution of birds of prey in the Canary Islands.  Bird Cons. Int. 14: 203-213.  (cjpalacios@wanadoo.es;  Seville, Spain)


5 species recovered in 1990s but number of Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus remains low at ca 130 indiviudals.  Lack of information on endemic subspecies of Barn Owl Tyto alba which seems to have decreased.

Pomeroy D., Byaruhanga A. & Wilson M.  2003.  Waterbirds of alkaline lakes in western Uganda.  Jl. E. Afr. Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 63-79.  (derek@imul.com; Kampala, Uganda)


179 counts 1984-2000 in Queen Elizabeth Conservation Area and adjoining Kyambura Wildlife Reserve.  75 species counted.  4 sites regularly supported more than 1000 Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor with max 60000.

Pomeroy D. & Seavy N.E.  2003.  Surveys of Great Crested Grebes Podiceps cristatus and other waterbirds on the Kasenda cluster of crater lakes in western Uganda.  Jl. E. Afr. Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 49-62.  (derek@imul.com; Kampala, Uganda)


28 lakes surveyed but birds only on one.  30 other species found.  Deforestation severe around them and fishing seen on 6 lakes.

Swinnerton K.J. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Inbreeding depression and founder diversity among captive and free-living populations of the endangered pink pigeon Columba mayeri.  Anim. Conserv. 7: 353-364.  (kirsty@hawaii.edu;  Hawaii, USA)


355 free-living individuals in 2003 from 20 in mid-1990s.  Inbreeding affected survival especially those highly inbred.  Long-term management likely to be required to help offset this.

Tassin J. & Rivière J.-N.  2004.  Durée optimale d’écoute pour la détermination d’indices ponctuels d’abondance dans les paysages ruraux des hauts de la Réunion.  Alauda 72: 187-191.  (tassin@iac.nc;  New Caledonia)


Abundance differs with each increase 5-10-15-20 minutes for point counts in the Réunion countryside.  15 minutes is saturation stage in contacting.

Trolliet B. & Fouquet M.  2004.  Wintering waders in coastal Guinea.  WSG Bull. 103: 56-62.  (b.trolliet@oncfs.gov.fr)


1999-2002 at several sites.  Estimated aggregate total ca 540000 waders with 489000 on mudflats (rest in rice fields or mangroves).  Major imortance for 3 species at least.

Tyler S.J.  2004.  Road counts of crows and raptors in Namaqualand.  Bird Nos. 13(1): 51-52.  (steph_tyler@hotmail.com)

9 species seen on same stretches of road as Harebottle et al 2003 (Bird Nos 12(2): 17-20) in Dec 2002.

Tyler S.J.  2004.  The African Waterbird Census in Botswana winter 2003 and summer 2003/2004.  Babbler 44: 71-76.  (No address given)


Notes and full counts from both censuses.

Ward V.L. & Williams A.  2004.  Coastal killers:  causes of seabird mortality.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 14-17.  (tony@adu.uct.ac.za; Cape Town, South Africa)


Causes of death at Bird Island, Lambert’s Bay analysed.  66% of 10400 disease, 19% seal kills, 8% red tide.

Watson J.E.M., Whittaker R.J. & Dawson T.P.  2004.  Habitat structure and proximity to forest edge affect the abundance and distribution of forest-dependent birds in tropical coastal forests of southeastern Madagascar.  Biol. Conserv. 120: 311-327.  (james.watson@ouce.ox.ac.uk;  Oxford, UK)


Littoral forest core habitats had significantly more species than forest edge and matrix habitats.  31 species found to be edge sensitive.  Therefore forest degradation and fragmentation affect communities and may threaten some species.

Yosef R. & Fornasari L.  2004.  Simultaneous decline in Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) populations and Levant Sparrowhawk (Accipiter brevipes) reproductive success: coincidence or a Chernobyl legacy?  Ostrich 75: 20-24.  (ryosef@eilatcity.co.il;  Eilat, Israel)


Steppe Eagles declined in numbers and Levant Sparrowhawk young:adult ratio declined sharply 1980s to 1990s suggesting Chernobyl had effects further east than previously thought.

Conservation

Borghesio L., Giannetti F., Ndang'ang'a K. & Shimelis A.  2004.  The present conservation status of Juniperus forests in the South Ethiopian Endemic Bird Area.  Afr. J. Ecol. 42: 137-143.  (Torino, Italy)

2 sites studied.  Creating plantations and improving forest resource use is best policy for Mankubsa and improving pasture in surrounds best for Arero.

Borghesio L. & 6 other authors.  2004.  A reassessment of the conservation status of Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco Tauraco ruspolii.  Bull. ABC 11: 105-111.  (borghesio@libero.it; Torino, Italy)


Fieldwork in 2001 suggested decline mainly due to forest degradation.  Hybrids with White-cheeked T. leucotis appear widespread.

Cooper J.  2004.  Are mice killing the albatrosses of Gough?  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(1): 46-50.  (No address given)


Not sure but they don’t seem to for older chicks at least.  Especially looking at Tristan Albatross Diomedea exulans dabbenena.

Cooper J.  2004.  Albatross research and conservation at South Africa’s subantarctic Prince Edward Islands.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 4-7.  (jcooper@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


A summary.

Currie D. & 4 other authors.  2004.  The distribution and population of the Seychelles (Bare-legged) Scops Owl Otus insularis on Mahé: consequences for conservation.  Ibis 146: 27-37.  (Mahé, Seychelles)


Estimated 134-159 territories within 34 km2 range.  Prefers higher altitudes, mixed forest and sympatric with 2 endemic frogs.

Cuthbert R. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Demography and conservation of the Tristan Albatross Diomedea [exulans] dabbenena.  Biol. Conserv. 117: 471-481.  (Richard.Cuthbert@yahoo.co.uk; RSPB, Sandy, UK)


Jan 2000 survey found 2400 incubating on Gough Island.  Average chick count 705.  Success varied 17-68% in different parts of island.  Predation by house mice is most important cause of failure.  Other demographic data given.

Cuthbert R. & Hilton G.   2004.  Introduced house mice Mus musculus: a significant predator of threatened and endemic birds on Gough Island, South Atlantic Ocean?  Biol. Conserv. 117: 483-489.  (Richard.Cuthbert@yahoo.co.uk; RSPB, Sandy, UK)


Tackle large chicks of Tristan Albatross Diomedea exulans dabbenena and Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta.  Probably constrain Gough Bunting Rowettia goughensis range.  Previously mice not thought to be a major problem but they are here.

Cuthbert R., Hilton G., Ryan P. & Tuck G.N.  2004.  At-sea distribution of breeding Tristan Albatross Diomedea dabbenena and potential interactions with pelagic longline fishing in the South Atlantic Ocean.  Biol. Conserv. 121: 345-355.  (Richard.Cuthbert@yahoo.co.uk; Surrey, UK)


38 breeding adults of Diomedea exulans dabbenena satellite tracked.  Predicted annual mortality 471-554 birds to longline fishing causing population decline of 3.6-4.3% per year.

van Driel D.  2004.  A bird kill at Melkbos Pan.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 6-12.  (Cape Town, South Africa)


May-June 2002 136 birds of several waterbird species killed by a scum of cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) on surface of water.

Froneman A.  2004.  Border patrol – bird scaring programme flushed with success.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(4): 56-60.  (No address given)


Border collies (the dogs!) are used to keep birds off runways at airports in South Africa.

de Klerk H.M., Fjeldsa J., Blyth S. & Burgess N.D.  2004.  Gaps in the protected area network for threatened Afrotropical birds.  Biol. Conserv.  117: 529-537.  (hdeklerk@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za; (Stellenbosch, South Africa)


Protected areas fail to cover over half of 106 threatened species.  Including Forest Reserves helps and conservation and protection of these, together with articles showing their value, would help considerably.

Lernould J.-M. & Seitre R.  2004.  Does hybridisation with White-tailed Turaco Tauraco leucotis represent a threat for Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco T. ruspolii.  Bull. ABC 11: 112-116.  (jean-marc.lernould@9online.fr; Schlierbach, France)


Could indeed pose a threat but is not yet severe.

Loubegnon T.  2004.  La Cicogne noir (Ciconia nigra) au Bénin: statut et conservation.  Aves 40: 16-17.  (ccodjia@syfed.bj.refer.org; Cotonou, Benin)


Very little information exists on status of Black Stork in Benin.

Moumouni A.K.  2004.  Status et conservation des Cicognes noires (Ciconia nigra) en Togo.  Aves 40: 24-25.  (direfaune@caramail.com; Lomé, Togo)


15-20 Black Storks in 1999 and 2000.

Ndang’ang’a K. & 7 other authors.  2004.  Fischer’s Turaco Tauraco fischeri in Zanzibar: a survey reassessing its conservation status.  Bull. ABC 11: 36-41.  (Nairobi, Kenya)


Found 900-1500 birds in 56 km2 of forest.  Best part of range is not protected.

Nicoll M.A.C., Jones C.G. & Norris K.  2004.  Comparison of survival rates of captive-reared and wild-bred Mauritius Kestrels (Falco punctatus) in a re-introduced population.  Biol. Conserv. 118: 539-548.  (macnicoll@lineone.net; (Reading, UK)


No compelling evidence for reduced survival in captive-bred.

Owino A., Biwott N. & Amutete G.  2004.  Bird strike incidents involving Kenya Airways flights at three Kenyan airports, 1991–2001.  Afr. J. Ecol. 42: 122-128.  (Nairobi, Kenya)

224 incidents at 3 airports and is increasing especially at Nairobi.  Most involved large birds.

Ryan P.  2004.  Current threats.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(1): 38-45.  (No address given)


The threats facing albatrosses Diomedeidae especially from longline fishing and now from trawlers, mostly by being dragged under with trawl warps while shooting.  Easy remedy is not to throw out offal (which attracts the birds) while shooting.

Tøttrup A.P., Larsen J.L. & Burgess N.D.  2004.  A first estimate of the population size of Loveridge’s Sunbird Nectarinia loveridgei, endemic to the Uluguru Mountains, Tanzania.  Bird Cons. Int. 14: 25-32.  (at@it.dk; Copenhagen, Denmark)


21000-166000 of Cinnyris loveridgei based on mist net recaptures and calculations of forest area and home range.

Williams A.J. & Parsons N.  2004.  Cholera catastrophes: are Kelp Gulls culprits?  Bird Numbers 13(1): 8-10.  (tony@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


3 recent outpbreaks of Pasteurellosis have killed 20000 seabirds in western Cape Province.  Larus (dominicanus) vetula is suspected as the vector to the islands.

General Biology

Berry H.H., Kyle R. & Kyle D.  2004.  Mass breeding and diet of Red-billed Quelea in the Etosha National Park, Namibia, in 1978.  Ostrich 75: 66-74.  (ecoguide@iway.na; Swakopmund, Namibia)


A 1978 Etosha Nat. Park colony of Quelea quelea contained 4.8 million adults and 4.8 million fledglings and ate 13 tonnes insects and ca 1000 tonnes seeds in breeding cycle.  Males heavier than females but no differences in food.

Brickell N.  2004.  Collated data on the Brown Twinspot Clytospiza monteiri.  Avicult. Mag. 110: 28-31.  (anivests@absamail.co.za)


Notes on plumage, habitats, voice and nesting.

Bullock I. & Skerrett A.  2004.  The falcons of Seychelles.  Birdwatch Seychelles 50: 8-15.  (No address given)


Notes on all species recorded including pictures.

Engelbrecht D.  2004.  Diamond in the dust.  The Short-clawed Lark.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 56-61.  (No address given)


Biology of Certhilauda chuana.  It is certainly much more colourful than many with large territories, long incubation period and multiple brooding.

Eyre J.  2004.  Confusing antpeckers.  Bull. ABC 11: 24-26.  (Hampshire, UK)


Observed some in Aug 2002 and adds to Woodcock’s (2003 Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 274-277) proposal for 3 species of Parmoptila.

Garbutt N.  2004.  Different by design.  The vangas of Madagascar.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 28-34.  (No address given)


Notes on the various Vangidae and how they have radiated especially their feeding habits.

Hartley R.R., Mundy P.J. & Cotterill F.P.D.  2004.  Notes on Kori Bustards in Zimbabwe.  Honeyguide 50: 37-41.  (dimps@mweb.co.zw; Esigodini, Zimbabwe)


Notes on body mass, moult and diet of Ardeotis kori.

Hartley R.R. & Hough J.  2004.  Breeding, ecology and human impacts on the Black Sparrowhawk in Zimbabwe – 1971-1980.  Honeyguide 50: 125-142.  (hartleydm@telkomsa.net; Esigidoni, Zimbabwe)


43 nest sites of Accipiter melanoleucus monitored.  Extensive data on breeding given and human impacts included falconry, persecution and pesticides.

Lunt N., Hullry P. & Craig A.J.F.K.  2004.  Active anting in captive Cape White-eyes Zosterops pallidus.  Ibis 146: 360-362.  (a.craig@ru.ac.za; Grahamstown, South Africa)


16 of 18 anted at least once and more often while moulting than at other times.

Oatley T.  2004.  Burchell’s Coucal.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(1): 24-25.  (No address given)


Centropus superciliosus burchelli in southern African gardens.

Oatley T.  2004. (actually Anonymous but assumed to be T. Oatley)  White-rumped Swift.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2): 24-25.  (No address given)


Apus caffer in gardens.

Oatley T.  2004.  Streaky-headed Canary.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 24-25.  (No address given)


Serinus gularis in gardens.

Oatley T.  2004.  Lesser Honeyguide.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(4): 24-25.  (No address given)


Indicator minor in gardens.

Oatley T.  2004.  Brown-hooded Kingfisher.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 22-23.  (No address given)


Halcyon albiventris in southern African gardens.

Oatley T.  2004.  Buntings.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(6): 22-23.  (No address given)


Notes on Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis and Golden-breasted E. flaviventris as garden visitors.

Rakotoarisoa J.E. & Be B.  2004.  Breeding and foraging behaviour and habitat characteristics of the Scaly Ground-roller Geobiastes squamigerus in Madagascar.  Ostrich 75: 25-31.  (rjeaneric@yahoo.com;  Antananarivo, Madagascar)

Brachypteracias squamigerus food, nesting and behaviour studied over two seasons.  Many basic data included.

Robertson I.  2004.  First-ever photographs of Sakalava Rail Amaurornis olivieri and first detailed observation since 1962.  Bull. ABC 11: 18-21.  (iainrobertson@talk21.com; Shetland, UK)


2 adults and 2 adults with 2 young seen Nov 2002 near Bejofo-Antanadava in NW Madagascar.

Tarboton W.  2004.  Pearl-spotted Owlet.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(1): 52-59.  (No address given)


General notes especially on nesting of Glaucidium perlatum.

Tarboton W.  2004.  Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 36-41.  (No address given)


Tockus leucolmelas general notes.

Tarboton W.  2004.  Crested Francolin.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(4): 28-32.  (No address given)


Francolinus sephaena general notes.

Tarboton W.  2004.  Lilac-breasted Roller.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 28-34.  (No address given)


Coracias caudatus general notes.

Vernon C.J.  2004.  A review of the Bronze-winged Courser in southern and south-central Africa.  Honeyguide 50: 26-36.  (Tecoma, South Africa)


Rhinoptilus chalcopterus habitats, movements etc with many notes of breeding records.

Wakelin J.  2004.  Diminishing returns. Critical times for South Africa’s Blue Swallows.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(6): 42-46.  (No address given)

Biology of Hirundo atrocaerulea.

Williams A.J.  2004.  Acute death of some not-so-cute Coot.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 12-13.  (tony@adu.uct.ac.za; Rondebosch, South Africa)


Some Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata drowned in outflow from Bot River when dune barrier was breached.

Behaviour

Boix-Hinzen C.  2004.  Undercover larks.  Lanioturdus 37(2): 19-21.  (Christian@tropicalbirding.com)


Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciatus seen in ground squirrel burrows to avoid heat of the day.

Cordeiro N.J. 2003. Two unsuccessful attacks by crowned eagles (Stephanoaetus coronatus) on white-throated monkeys (Cercopithecus mitis). Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 190-191. (Chicago, USA)
Lenssen J.  2004.  Adaptive behaviour of the Namaqua Sandgrouse.  Lanioturdus 37(1): 15-17.  (Malathohe, Namibia)


Behaviour of Pterocles namaqua at a trough for water.

Packert M. & Martens J.  2004.  Song dialects on the Atlantic islands: goldcrests of the Azores (Regulus regulus azoricus, R.r. sanctae-mariae, R.r. inermis).  J. Orn. 145: 23-30.  (paecm000@students.uni-mainz.de; Mainz, Germany)


High intra- and inter-individual variation.  A single male has up to 3 types and each island up to 6.  All NW European populations share a single type.

Saunders J. & Slotow R.  2004.  The evolution of song structure in southern African birds: an assessment of the acoustic adaptation hypothesis. Ostrich 75: 147-155.  (slotow@ukzn.ac.za; Durban, South Africa)


Comparison of 40 passerines with congenerics in grassland and woodland did not support the Acoustic Adaptation Hypothesis (song evolves to minimise degradation of acoustic signals).

Tinoco H.P. & Faggioli A.B.  2004.  The behaviour of Struthio camelus australis at Belo Horizonte Zoo, Brazil: evaluating causes of breeding failure.  Avicult. Mag. 110: 1-8.  (fzbzoo@pbh.gov.br; Belo Horizonte, Brazil)


Visitors may cause chronic stress although incompatibility might be cause of a failure in this pair of  Ostriches.  Detailed notes on various behaviours.

Nests and Breeding Behaviour

Anderson M.D.  2004.  Lesser Flamingo breeding attempt at Kamfers Dam, Kimberley.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 19-22.  (manderson@grand.ncape.gov.za; Kimberley, South Africa)


About 2000-2500 nests of Phoeniconaias minor seen but breeding not completed.

Bernitz Z. & Bernitz H.  2004.  Observations at a breeding colony of Red-billed Quelea in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 25-28.  (bernitz@iafrica.com; Mpumalanga, South Africa)


Notes from a colony of Quelea quelea in mid Apr 2004.  Some netting done.

Bolton M., Medeiros R., Hothersall B. & Lampos A.  2004.  The use of artificial breeding chambers as a conservation measure for cavity-nesting procellariiform seabirds:  a case study of the Madeiran Storm Petrel (Oceanodroma castro).  Biol. Conserv. 116: 73-80.  (mark.bolton@rspb.org.uk;  Sandy, UK)


Nestboxes provided on islet in Azores allowed 28% increase in colony size in 2 years.  Success 2.9 times greater in boxes.

Bonnevie B.  2004.  Song and breeding observations of suburban Olive Thrushes (Turdus olivaceus olivaceus) in Grahamstown, South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 110-117.  (b.bonnevie@ru.ac.za; Grahamstown, South Africa)


Main breeding season Aug to Nov and secondary Apr.  Song most at start of each.  Adult survival estimated at 80% pa and 56% fledglings alive at independence.

Brown M. & Brown K.  2004.  Nest defence in Crowned Lapwings (Vanellus coronatus) — influences of nesting stage and ambient temperature.  Ostrich 75: 162-164.  (brownma@ukzn.ac.za; Scottsville, South Africa)

Detailed notes.

Brown M. & Symes C.T.  2004.  Nesting of Red-headed Quelea (Quelea erythrops) in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 159-161.  (brownma@ukzn.ac.za; Pietermaritzburg, South Africa)


First data on nest building in South Africa and many other data on breeding given.

Chaney A.  2004.  Breeding success with the Brown Twinspot Clytospiza monteiri.  Avicult. Mag. 110: 32-35.  (No address given)


Notes on the first successful attempt with this species.

Chittock L. & Dawson J.  2004.  Red-billed Firefinches share our bedroom.  Kenya Birds 11(1): 13-17.  (cats@camels.com)


Lagonosticta senegala uses an old weaver’s nest on wall as its own nest.

Currie D. & 4 other authors.  2004.  The breeding biology of the Critically Endangered Seychelles Scops Owl Otus insularis:  consequences for conservation and management.  Bird Cons. Int. 14: 123-137.  (kirtlands@batelnet.bs; Bahamas)


8 nests found and basic data recorded.  Alien predators probably a major factor in low success.

Curtis O. & Koeslag A.  2004.  Forest enigma.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2):  46-52.  (No address given)


Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucos nesting in Western Cape.

Dean W.R.J., Walters M.P. & Dowsett R.J.  2004.  Records of birds breeding collected by Dr W. Ansorge in Angola and Gabon.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 239-250.  (lycium@mweb.co.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst., Cape Town, South Africa)


Records of 56 species in Angola and 27 in Gabon mostly from collections in Tring and Am. Mus. Nat. Hist..  These are additional to those in WRJD’s Angola checklist.

Dinesen L.  2004.  African Spoonbill Platalea alba breeding in Bahi Swamp, Tanzania.  Bull. ABC 11: 44-45.  (dinesen@lite.dk; Svebolle, Denmark)


2 colonies in June 2001 with 360 and 120 nests respectively.

Dobson R.  2004.  Breeding data on the Water Thickknee in the Mpenjati Nature Reserve.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 38-39.  (KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa)


Burhinus vermiculatus in 3 breeding seasons.  Fledging period 60-63 days for 19 broods.  Other data included too.

Duprée J. & Hubbard D.  2004.  Verreaux’s (Black) Eagle breeding report 2003.  Honeyguide 50: 77-79.  (No address given)


The annual (40th) report from Matobo Hills.

Fisher B.  2004.  Unusual nests of Sao Tomé Weaver Ploceus sanctithomae.  Bull. ABC 11: 142-143.  (fisherbeaumont@talk21.com; Essex, UK)


Nests with 2-3 entrances not otherwise known in Ploceus.

Friedl T.W.P.  2004.  Breeding success in a Red Bishop (Euplectes orix) colony in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, and its relation to nest site characteristics.  Ostrich 75: 95-105.  (thomas.friedl@uni-oldenburg.de; Oldenburg, Germany)


Data over 4 seasons in Addo Elephant Nat. Park.  Average 0.77 fledglings per attempt, and most losses due to predation.  Many other data included.

Friedl T.W.P.  2004.  Breeding behaviour of the Red Bishop (Euplectes orix): a synthesis and new observations.  Die Vogelwarte 42: 178-190.  (thomas.friedl@uni-oldenburg.de; Oldenburg, Germany)


Territorial and courtship behaviour of males and behaviour of non-breeding males and females described in detail.  Also 6 year study in Addo Elephant Nat. Park, Eastern Cape.  Many breeding data included.

Hamerlynck O. & Duvail J.  2004.  Breeding of Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii in Mafia Island Marine Park, Tanzania.  Scopus 24: 47-48.  (olivier.hamerlynck@wanadoo.fr; Cubjac, France)


Up to 150 pairs in Aug 2003 is first breeding record there for over 50 years.

Jackson H.D.  2004.  Courtship displays of the Pennant-winged Nightjar, Semeiophorus vexillarius.  Ostrich  75: 1-4.  (des.jackson@xtra.co.nz;  Auckland, New Zealand)

Detailed notes on courtship displays of Macrodipteryx vexillarius.

Jackson H.D. & Spottiswoode C.  2004.  Breeding biology and taxonomy of the Red-breasted Swallow, Hirundo semirufa, in Zimbabwe.  Ostrich 75: 5-10.  (des.jackson@xtra.co.nz;  Auckland, New Zealand)


Found nesting in culverts.  Double brooded and adults and at times first brood young roost in nest with second brood chicks.  Longevity 5-6 years.

Joubert D.  2004.  Marico Flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis nest in Acacia mellifera shrub.  How important are hook thorned Acacias in affording protection to nests and chicks?  Lanioturdus 37(3-4): 11-13.  (djoubet@polytechnic.edu.na; Windhoek, Namibia)


Not clear as most Nest Records do not record enough botanical information.  Plea to do so.

Lloyd P.  2004.  Eight-to-ten day incubation and nestling periods among Eremopterix sparrow-larks.  Ibis 146: 347-350.  (plloyd@selway.umt.edu; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst, Cape Town, South Africa)


Black-eared E. australis and Grey-backed E. verticalis in Northern Cape Province.

Malan G. 2004.  The relative influence of prey abundance and co-breeders on the reproductive performance of polyandrous Pale Chanting-goshawks.  Ostrich 75: 44-51.  (malang@tut.ac.za  Pretoria, South Africa)


Prey abundance was main factor controlling reproductive output in Melierax canorus, not the number of males delivering prey to nestlings.

Moali-Grine N., Moali A. & Isenmann P.  2004.  L’essor démographique de la Cicogne blanche Ciconia ciconia en Algérie entre 1995 et 2001.  Alauda 72: 47-52.  (Bejaia, Algeria)


Increased 75%.  Nest mostly on pylons (34% and trees (44%) outside human settlement.

Nkape K.  2004.  Wattled Crane nest monitoring exercise.  Babbler 44: 56-57.  (Maun, Botswana)


Notes on 4 nests (5 breeding attempts) of Bugeranus carunculatus.

Orenge C.O., Mathiu P.M. & Mbugua P.N.  2002.  Nitrogen retention as an indicator of metabolic utilization of nitrogen in three months old ostrich chicks (Struthio camelus massaicus).  Afr. J. Ecol. 40: 399-400.
Owen A.  2004.  Hand-rearing the Mauritius Fody Foudia rubra.  Avicult. Mag. 110: 119-129.  (Aylesbury, UK)


Extensive notes on food, development and biometrics on 14 birds reared to independence.

Oyugi J. & Kombe W.  2004.  Nesting behaviour of Amani Sunbird in Arabuko-Sokoke forest.  Kenya Birds 11(1): 18-19.  (joyugi1@uic.edu; Chicago, USA)


A few notes on Hedydipna pallidigastra.

Paxton M.  2004.  No man’s land.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(4): 40-46.  


Notes on nesting of African Skimmers Rynchops flavirostris on banks of Okavango River.

Peat L.  2004.  Breeding the Red-winged Starling, including an attempt to start a breeding colony.  Avicult. Mag. 110: 151-166.  (Burford, UK)


Notes on attempts at breeding Onychognathus morio in captivity.

Pryke S.R. & Lawes M.J.  2004.  Female nest dispersion and breeding biology of polygynous Red-collared Widowbirds (Euplectes ardens).  Auk 121: 1226-1237.  (sarah.pryke@unsw.edu.au; Sydney, Australia)


Females used only 37% territory and nests average 15m apart.  Predation independent of number of active nests but closely clumped ones suffer higher.  Average distance a compromise.

Radi M., Qninba A., Dakki M. & Thévenot M.  2004.  Nidification de la Mouette rieuse Larus ridibundus et de la Sterne hansel Sterna nilotica sur le lac de barrage d’Al Massira (Maroc Central).  Alauda 72: 53-58.  (Marrakech, Morocco)


Colony of 28 pairs of Black-headed Gulls and 420 pairs of Gull-billed Terns found in 2002 on small islands in reservoir.

Radi M., Qninba A., Rguibi Idrissi H. & Dakki M.  2004.  Réproduction de la Sterne hansel Sterna nilotica à la Sebkha Zima (Région de Marrakech-Maroc).  Alauda 72: 201-209.  (Marrakech, Morocco)


Breeding ecology of Gull-billed Tern especially phenology, diet and growth.

Ramos J. & 4 other authors.  2004.  Laying date, chick provisioning and breeding success of Lesser Noddies on Aride Island, Seychelles.  Condor 106: 887-895.  (jramos@ci.uc.pt; Coimbra, Portugal) 


Anous tenuirostris basic breeding data.

René de Rolan L.-A.  2004.  Observations on nest-building and courtship behaviour of Madagascar Flufftail Sarothrura insularis.  Bull. ABC 11: 42-43.  (Antananarivo, Madagascar)


A pair observed in Makira forest in Feb 2003.

Rihane A., Bergier P. & Mahari S.  2004.  Notes on reproduction of the Barn Owl Tyto alba in the Atlantic plains of semi-arid Morocco.  Bull. ABC 11: 46-50.  (abdeslam_rihane@hotmail.com; Settat, Morocco)


22 nests analysed.

Ruxton G.D. & Houston D.C.  2002.  Modelling the energy budget of a colonial bird of prey, the Ruppell's griffon vulture, and consequences for its breeding ecology.  Afr. J. Ecol. 40: 260-266.


Gyps rueppellii must fill crop more than once per foraging trip (ie digest some of food and then refill) to stay in balance.  Energetics mean cannot raise more than one chick and implications for foraging range given.


Ryan P.G.  2004.  Nest sites and clutch sizes of House Sparrows at Dassen Island, South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 165-167.  (pryan@btozoo.uct.ac.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst. South Africa)


Passer domesticus uses largely (88%) trees as sites as buildings restored and holes blocked.  Clutch sizes similar to coastal South Africa.

Schaeffer H.-C. & 3 other authors.  2004.  Life-history of two African Sylvia warblers: low annual fecundity and long post-fledging care.  Ibis 146: 427-437.  (hcschaef@uni-mainz.de; Mainz, Germany)


Sylvia (Parisoma) lugens and S. (P.) boehmi studied in Kenya over 2 years.  Many breeding details included.  Have smaller but more clutches, longer development periods, higher nest predation rates, lower fecundity and longer post-fledging care than temperate congeners.

Selman R., Perrin M. & Hunter M.  2004.  Characteristics of and competition for nest sites by the Rüppell's Parrot, Poicephalus rueppelli.  Ostrich 75: 89-94.  (perrin@ukzn.ac.za; Pietermaritzburg, South Africa)


Nests found over 17 months in Namibia, 72% in 3 tree species and 72% in live branches, all in woodpecker holes but the parrots enlarged them.

Selmi S.  2004.  Nidification et succès reproducteur du Merle noir Turdus merula dans les oasis du sud Tunisien.  Alauda 72: 23-31.  (slaheddine.selmi@fsg.rnu.tn; Gabes, Tunisia)


Blackbirds breed mid March onwards, nests usually near ground, most clutches 3 eggs, 44% breeding attempts successful.  Main failure caused by snakes and young people.

Simmons R.  2004.  Blood brothers.  The mystery of killing kin in the nest.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 43-48.  (No address given)


Review of why, especially raptors, lay 2 eggs but the first hatched kills the other.

Steyn P.  2004.  Down colour of nestling African snake-eagles and the Bateleur.  Bird Nos. 13(1): 24-25.  (peregrine@mweb.co.za; Newlands, South Africa)


Circaetus spp and Terathopius ecaudatus.

Stauffer D.J. & Smith T.B.  2004.  Breeding and nest site characteristics of the Black-casqued Hornbill Ceratogymna atrata and White-thighed Hornbill Ceratogymna cylindricus in south-central Cameroon.  Ostrich 75: 79-88.  (tbsmith@ucla.edu;  Los Angeles, USA)


Data on 38 nests over 4 seasons in Cameroon.  Cavities not limiting at least most of the time, but both species preferred larger cavities in larger trees.

Symes, C, Brown M., Warburton L., Perrin M. & Downs C.  2004.  Observations of Cape Parrot, Poicephalus robustus, nesting in the wild.  Ostrich 75: 106-109.  (downs@ukzn.ac.za; Scottsville, South Africa)


Detailed notes on an accessible nest. 

Tarboton W.  2004.  Woodland Kingfisher.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2): 28-33.  (No address given)


Nesting of Halcyon senegalensis.

Taylor P., Wondafrash M. & Demeke Y.  2004.  The nest, eggs and chicks of the White-winged Flufftail Sarothrura ayresii.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 124: 233-239.  (taylorb@nu.ac.za; Natal, South Africa)


Detailed notes of first recorded nests and eggs.

Thévenot M., Radi M., Qninba A. & Dakki M.  2004.  First proven breeding record of the Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus in Africa.  Alauda 72: 59-61.  (Montpellier, France)


See Radi et al above for details.

Thompson H.S.  2004.  The reproductive biology of the White-necked Picathartes Picathartes gymnocephalus.  Ibis 146: 615-622.  (hazell.thompson@birdlife.org.ke; Nairobi, Kenya)


1990-1996 study in Sierra Leone.  Data on breeding biology and survival.

Virani M.Z. & Harper D.M.  2004.  A comparative study of the breeding behaviour of the Augur Buzzard, Buteo augur, in two different land-use areas in southern Lake Naivasha, Kenya.  Ostrich 75:11-19.  (munir.virani@bigfoot.com;  Boise, Idaho, USA)

Natural and agricultural sites compared near Lake Naivasha.  Provisioning higher rate in agricultural area as less time needed for inter and intraspecific interactions due to reduced predation pressure there.

Wamiti W. & Biggs D.  2004.  Collared Pratincole nesting in Amboseli NP.  Kenya Birds 11(1): 20-21.  (furaha@bigfoot.com; Nairobi, Kenya)


Glareola pratincola in Dec 2001 in road.

Young H.G. & Brayshaw M.  2004.  The downy young of Grey Teal (Anatidae) with first descriptions of the ducklings of Madagascar Teal Anas bernieri and Indonesian Teal A. gibberifrons.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 124: 62-68. (glyn.young@durrell.org; Jersey, Channel Islands)


Descriptions of 5 species from captive studies.

Food and Feeding Behaviour

Begg K. & Begg C.  2004.  Badgers and birds.  Interaction satisfaction.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(6): 32-41.  (No address given)


Notes on Honey Badgers and the birds which often associate with it, notably Southern Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus.

Benson P.C., Plug I. & Dobbs J.C.  2004.  An analysis of bones and other materials collected by Cape Vultures at the Kransberg and Blouberg colonies, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 118-132.  (pbenson_rsa@yahoo.com; Johannesburg, South Africa)


Bones collected from base of cliffs and crops of Gyps coprotheres.  Bones found were smaller outside game reserves due to hyenas taking them away in these.  Also vultures eat more bones outside reserves.

Bollen A. & van Elsacker L.  2004.  The feeding ecology of the Lesser Vasa Parrot, Coracopsis nigra, in south-eastern Madagascar.  Ostrich 75: 141-146.  (bollen.an@pandora.be; Wilrijk, Belgium)


40 plant species recorded, 68% diet seeds (ripe and unripe), 22% fruits (70% of them unripe) and 10% flowers.

Dowsett-Lemaire F.  2004.  On the importance of the forest tree Parinari excelsa in the diet of Brown-necked Parrots Poicephalus robustus in  Malawi-Zambia.  Bull. ABC 11: 139-141.  (dowsett@aol.com; Sumène, France)


Methods of seed extraction given.  For some of year this tree in montane forests is very important.

Kopij G.  2004.  Summer and winter diet of the Cape White-eye Zosterops pallidus in South African grassland.  Afr. J.Ecol. 42: 237-238.

Libois R. & Laudelout A.  2004.  Food niche segregation between the Malachite Kingfisher, Alcedo cristata, and the Pied Kingfisher, Ceryle rudis, at Lake Nokoué, Bénin.  Ostrich 75: 32-38.  (roland.libois@ulg.ac.be; Liege, Belgium)


Regurgitated pellets used to investigate food overlap.  Pied takes larger fish and wider range.  Young Malachite eat larger fish than adults.

Machado M. de P. & Hofmeyr J.  2004.  Great White Pelicans Pelecanus onocrotalus: waterbirds or farmbirds?  Bird Numbers 13(1): 11-13 (ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Up to 60 % of Western Cape pelicans and other birds can be seen on one farm eating chicken offal fed to pigs.  Study now started on this.

Malan L., Malan F. & Williams A.J.  2004.  Kelp Gulls as predators of large African Penguin chicks: observations at Possession Island, Namibia.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 14.  (tony@adu.uct.ac.za; Rondebosch, South Africa)


Larus dominicanus vetula twice seen to carry Spheniscus demersus chick weighing 1.1kg.

Marrero P., Oliveira P. & Nogales M.  2004.  Diet of the endemic Madeira Laurel Pigeon Columba trocaz in agricultural and forest areas: implications for conservation.  Bird Cons. Int. 14: 165-172.  (mnogales@ipna.csic.es; Tenerife, Canary Islands)


157 faecal samples, 94 in agricultural and 63 in laurel foest.  In former cabbage was most important (54%).  Otherwise fruit.  Some individuals may concentrate on crops as little overlap between areas and therefore is seen as a pest in some areas.

Mecenero S.  2004.  Seabirds are not tasty to all Cape Fur Seals.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 15.-16.  (ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Seems to be largely a few ‘outlaw’ male seals which predate on seabird colonies.

Mulholland G.  2004.  Rameron Pigeons Columba arquatrix drinking and bathing.  Bull. ABC 11: 144-146.  (giles.mulholland@yahoo.co.uk; Nelspruit, South Africa)


Seem to use specific drinking sites and are recorded ‘swimming’.

van Niekerk J.H. & van Ginkel C.M.  2004.  The feeding behaviour of pigeons and doves on sown grain crops on the South African Highveld.  Ostrich 75: 39-43.  (thirstland@absamail.co.za; Parys, South Africa)

Laughing Streptopelia senegalensis and Red-eyed Doves S. semitorquata and Rock Pigeons Columba guinea take seed directly from sunflower and sorghum plants.  Have changed movement patterns to exploit these.  Can inflict damage but most is by passerines and rodents.

Roche C.  2004.  Gleaning of cattle by Red-winged Starling and White-necked Raven in the former Transkei.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 35-36.  (chris.roche@ccafrica.com)


Onychognathus morio and Corvus albicollis taking ectoparasites.

Roche C.  2004.  Honey Badger shadowed by Dark Chanting Goshawk.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 37.  (chris.roche@ccafrica.com)


Melierax metabates following Mellivora capensis probably opportunistic.

Rodel H.G., Scholze W.W.A. & Kock D.  2002.  Diet of Mackinder's eagle owl Bubo capensis mackinderi in the alpine zone of Mount Kenya.  Afr. J. Ecol. 40: 283-288.

Mammals 98% numbers and 99% mass, mostly groove-toothed rats. 

Ryan P.G.  2004.  Pink-backed Pelicans feeding communally with Great White Pelicans.  Ostrich 75: 168.  (pryan@btozoo.uct.ac.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst. South Africa)


Pelecanus onocrotalus and P. rufescens at Mkhuze Nature Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal.

Setbel S., Doumadji S. & Boukhemza M.  2004.  Contribution à l’étude du régime alimentaire du Héron garde-boeufs Bubulcus ibis dans un nouveau site de nidification à Boudouaou (Est-Mitidja).  Alauda 72: 193-200.  (samira.setbel@caramail.com; Algiers, Algeria)


96 pellets of Cattle Egret are larger than Camargue ones.  92% contents were insects.

Smith N.  2004.  Feeding on roads and associated mortality in the Hamerkop.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 24.  (nsmith@defy.co.za; Ladysmith, South Africa)


Scopus umbretta feeding on frogs but some were killed by cars.

Soobramoney S., Downs C.T. & Adams N.J.  2004.  Variability in foraging behaviour and prey of the Common Fiscal Shrike, Lanius collaris, along an altitudinal gradient in South Africa.  Ostrich 75: 133-140.  (downs@ukzn.ac.za; Scottsville, South Africa)


Significant differences in attack, capture and success rates found along altitudinal gradient of four subpopulations.  Invertebrates were 90% of diet.

Symes C. & Davies G.  2004.  Forktailed Drongo gleaning on Eland.  Bird Numbers 13(2): 37.  (ctsymes@lycos.co.uk; Scottsville, South Africa)


Dicrurus adsimilis hawking near and at least once took insects from animal itself.

Wahungu G.M., Mumia E.N. & Manoa D.  2003.  The effects of flock size, habitat type and cattle herd sizes on feeding and vigilance in cattle egrets (Ardeola ibis).  Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 287-288.  (Eldoret. Kenya)

Whittington P.A.  2004.  Honour among thieves?  Cooperative predation in Kelp Gulls.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 20.  (Port Elizabeth, South Africa)


A pair of Larus dominicanus cooperated to steal penguin eggs.

Williams A.J.  2004.  Do Turnstones prey on seabird eggs in southern Africa?  Bird Numbers 13(2): 16-17.  (tony@adu.uct.ac.za; Rondebosch, South Africa)


Arenaria interpres not seen to do so in southern Africa although certainly do so in other areas.

Winch G.  2004.  Redheaded Queleas in the Eastern Cape.  Bird Numbers 13(1): 49-50.  (Gonubie, South Africa)


Quelea erythrops at bird feeders July-Nov.

Ringing

van Eeden P.H.  2004.  Ringing and mensural data for the Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas.  AFRING News 33: 40-44.  (Pieter.vaneeden@absamail.co.za; Norkem Park, South Africa)


Data on 470 hornbills.

Hanmer D.B.  2004.  Measurements and moult of six species of Cisticola from Mozambique and Malawi.  Honeyguide 50: 160-182.  (Mutare, Zimbabwe)


Detailed data from trapping 1972-1989 on a total of nearly 700 birds.

Kolberg H.  2004.  Summary of the 2002 ringing year in Namibia.  Lanioturdus 37(1): 4-9. (metreper@iafrica.com; Windhoek, Namibia)


Nearly 10500 birds ringed, 820 retraps/controls of 244 species by 18 ringers for year ending 30 June 2003.

Kolberg H.  2004.  Summary of the 2003 ringing year in Namibia.  AFRING News 33: 61-64.  (holgerk@mweb.co.za; Windhoek, Namibia)


10426 birds captured, with 9366 being new birds of 242 species.  Some ringers still do not send data to Ministry or even SAFRING.

Lane S.  2004.  A note on citrils.  AFRING News 33: 17.  (lane@sdnp.org.mw)


Data on 261 birds and 52 recaptures casts doubt on validity of 4 allospecies Serinus citrinelloides, S. frontalis, S. capistriatus and S. hypostictus as the distinguishing characters occur in the same population in Malawi.

Oschadleus H.D.  2004.  Report on the 2002-2003 ringing year.  AFRING News 33: 21-24.  (dieter@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Nearly 90000 birds ringed.

Oschadleus H.D.  2004.  Report on recoveries received at Safring: July 2002 – June 2003.  AFRING News 33: 25-31.  (dieter@adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


510 recoveries and 6213 retraps processed.  Details of ‘interesting’ ones given.

Peterson S. & Whittington P.  2004.  To band or not to band? That is the question.  AFRING News 33: 32-33.  (seabirds@birdlife.org.za; Cape Town, South Africa)


Some evidence that flipper bands adversely affect penguins but not yet for African Penguin Spheniscus demersus.

Selmi S.  2004.  Données biométriques sur les populations de Merle noir Turdus merula mauretanicus des oasis du sud Tunisien.  Alauda 72: 158-159.  (slaheddine.selmi@fsg.rnu.tn; Gabes, Tunisia)


57 males and 48 females wieight, wing and tarsus.

de Swardt D.H.  2004.  Greatest longevity record for Gurney’s Sugarbird Promerops gurneyi.  AFRING News 33: 38-39.  (dawie@nasmus.ca.za; Bloemfontein, South Africa)


One found at least 10 years old.

de Swardt D.H., Grobler G.P.J. & Oschadleus H.D.  2004.  Bird ringing in the Free State National Botanical Gardens, Bloemfontein, with notes on recaptures.  AFRING News 33: 65-70.  (dawie@nasmus.ca.za; Bloemfontein, South Africa)


Aug 1985 – Apr 2004 1311 birds of 50 species ringed.

de Swardt D.H., Symes C.T., Downs C.T. & McFarlane M.  2004.  An analysis of biometric data of the Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa from five regions of South Africa.  AFRING News 33: 10-14.  (dawie@nasmus.ca.za; Bloemfontein, South Africa)


Data from 886 males and 503 females over 5 years.

Symes C.T.  2004.  Notes on a ringing season in north-east Limpopo Province.  AFRING News 33: 72-78.  (ctsymes@lycos.co.uk; Scottsville, South Africa)


256 ringed Sep-Dec 1999.

Tree A.J.  2004.  Movements of savanna sunbirds based on a ringing study at Chirawanoo Farm, Darwendale.  Honeyguide 50: 143-159.  (tony.tree@zeane.com; Bathurst, South Africa)


2355 birds of 8 species ringed generated 602 recaptures.

Tyler S.J.  2004.  African Reed Warblers Acrocephalus baeticatus in Botswana.  AFRING News 33: 2-9.  (steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com; Monmouthshire, UK)


Notes on abundance, biometrics, moult, longevity and site fidelity of 863 birds caught over 5 years.

Ward V.L., Franke U. & Johnson J.  2004.  Biometrics and moult of White-throated Canaries Crithagra albogularis in South Africa and Namibia.  AFRING News 33: 52-55.  (vward@ adu.uct.ac.za; ADU, Cape Town, South Africa)


Analyses of SAFRING database data of Serinus albogularis.

Morphology

Bonnevie B.T., Craig A.J.F.K. & Hulley P.E.  2004.  Additional morphological characteristics of Olive Thrushes and Karoo Thrushes.  Ostrich 75: 75-76.  (b.bonnevie@ru.ac.za;  Grahamstown, South Africa)


Morphology from museum specimens supports proposed split of Turdus olivaceus smithi as a separate species.

Downs C.T.  2004.  Some preliminary results of studies on the bill and tongue morphology of Gurney's Sugarbird and some southern African sunbirds.  Ostrich 75: 169-175.  (downs@ukzn.ac.za; Scottsville, South Africa)


Some detailed notes including electron micrographs of Promerops gurneyi and some Nectariniidae.

van Eeden P.H.  2004.  Comments on beak deformities at Rietvlei Dam Nature Reserve.  AFRING News 33: 45-48.  (Pieter.vaneeden@absamail.co.za; Norkem Park, South Africa)


Comments on Grieve (AFRING News 32: 46).

Lohan C. & Young H.G.  2004.  Sexual dimorphism and individual variation in the bill markings of Meller's Duck, Anas melleri.  Ostrich 75: 176-177.  (glyn.young@durrell.org; Jersey, UK)


Detailed notes support earlier evolutionary relationships of the evolution of the Mallard A. platyrhynchos complex.

Mizuta T. 2003. The development of plumage polymorphism in male Madagascar paradise flycatcher Terpsiphone mutata. Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 124-130 (Kyoto, Japan)


Four distinct morphs were observed and individual males were marked and re-observed during 1994–98. One morph was first year plumage and there are 2 stable adult plumages.  May be genetically determined.

Radford A.N. & du Plessis M.A.  2004.  Extreme sexual dimorphism in Green Woodhoopoe (Phoeniculus purpureus) bill length: a case of sexual selection?  Auk 121: 178-183.  (ar255@cam.ac.uk; Cambridge, UK)


Adult males 5-8% larger in most linear dimensions but 36% longer bills.  Conclude difference is maintained by ecological separation to reduce foraging competition but cannot rule out sexual selection as initial impetus.

Parasites

Bwangamoi O., Dranzoa C., Ocaido M. & Kamatei G.S. 2003. Gastro-intestinal helminths of Marabou stork (Leptoptilos crumeniferus). Afr. J. Ecol. 41: 111-113 (Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda)

Taxonomy

Bauernfeind E. & Schiffer H.  2004.  Oceanodroma castro (Harcourt, 1851) – nomen protectum.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 280-285.  (vogelsammlung@nhm-wien.ac.at; Vienna, Austria)


Stays as the name for Madeiran Storm Petrel despite apparent that O. lugubris precedes.  Species may however be split.

Beresford P., Fjeldsa J. & Kiure J.  2004.  A new species of Akalat (Sheppardia) narrowly endemic in the Eastern Arc of Tanzania.  Auk 121: 23-34.  (pberesford@botzoo.uct.ac.za; AMNH, New York, USA)


Sheppardia aurantiithorax, related to S. lowei and S. montana in a small range in the Eastern Arc Mountains.

Bock W.J.  2004.  Affinities of Carpospiza brachydactyla (Passeriformes: Passeridae). J. Orn. 145: 223-226.  (wb4@columbia.edu; New York, USA)


Anatomy of mouth area shows clear affinities with Passeridae not Ploceidae.

Bowie R.C.K., Fjeldsa J., Hackett S.J. & Crowe T.M.  2004.  Systematics and biogeography of Double-collared Sunbirds from the Eastern Arc Mountains, Tanzania.  Auk 121: 660-681.  (bowie@sun.ac.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst., Cape Town, South Africa)


Moreau’s Sunbird Cinnyris moreaui is a valid taxon and sister to Loveridge’s C. loveridgei.  Eastern Double-collared C. mediocris is 3 distinct clades: usambaricus, fulleborni and mediocris.  Usually considered races of mediocris.

Bruce M.D. & Dowsett R.J.  2004.  The correct name of the Afrotropical mainland subspecies of Barn Owl Tyto alba.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 124: 184-187.  (mdbruce@ozemail.com.au; New South Wales, Australia)


It seems that poensis as the Fernando Po race is not a valid taxon but the name predates affinis used for the mainland race.  Therefore the mainland one should be poensis.  The Sao Tomé thomensis is valid.

Burt D.B.  2004.  Plumage-based phylogenetic analyses of the Merops bee-eaters.  Ibis 146: 481-492.  (dbburt@sfasu.edu; Texas, USA)


Analysed 30 plumage regions.  Patterns similar for African or SE Asian origin.  Most early diversifying in Africa followed by multiple invasions of non-African areas.

Cibois A.  2003.  Sylvia is a babbler: taxonomic implications for the families Sylviidae and Timaliidae.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 257-261.  (alice.cibois@mha.ville-ge.ch; Geneva, Switzerland)


Propose only genus Sylvia (including Parisoma spp) is put into Timaliidae with Sylviidae suppressed as a name.  Most other Sylviidae (sens. lat.) are now Cisticolidae or Regulidae.

Cotterill F.P.D.  2004.  Drainage evolution in south-central Africa and vicariant speciation in swamp-dwelling weaver birds and swamp flycatchers.  Honeyguide 50: 7-25.  (woodyc@sun.ac.za; Matieland, South Africa)


Reviews 3 groups of Ploceus spp: castanops, vitellinus and melanocephalus with brief notes on luteolus; and notes on some Muscicapa spp.  There is high endemism in Katanga area.

Delport W., Kemp A.C. & Ferguson J.W.H.  2004.  Structure of an African Red-billed Hornbill (Tockus erythrorhynchus rufirostris and T.e. damarensis) hybrid zone as revealed by morphology, behaviour and breeding biology.  Auk 121: 565-586.  (wdelport@postino.up.ac.za; Pretoria, South Africa)


Ranges of forms overlap in northern Namibia.  Zone may be stable but hybrids have lower hatching success.  Morphology also showed cline across zone.

Irwin M.P.S.  2004.  The Eastern and Western Olive Sunbirds Cyanomitra olivacea (Smith) and C. obscura (Jardine) are conspecific.  Honeyguide 50: 85-92.  (Borrowdale, Zimbabwe)

Always based on presence or absence of yellow pectoral tufts in adult males but this is not a reliable separator.

Irwin M.P.S.  2004.  What are the phyletic relationships of the Slender Bulbul Phyllastrephus debilis?  Honeyguide 50: 93-94.  (Borrowdale, Zimbabwe)


No answers but it is an odd and very small Phyllastrephus.

Irwin M.P.S.  2004.  The range, taxonomic status and affinities of Cisticola lais oreobates Irwin.  Honeyguide 50: 207-210.  (Borrowdale, Zimbabwe)


Some problems discussed but there are still questions to resolve.

Kirwan G.M.  2004.  Some remarks on the taxonomy of Nubian Nightjar Caprimulgus nubicus, with particular reference to C.n. jonesi Ogilvie-Grant & Forbes 1899.  Bull. ABC 11: 117-125.  (Norwich, UK)


C.n. jonesi should be junior synonym of torridus.  No difference in calls of any races and some of these may be response to soil and climate.

Mourer-Chauvireé C., Bour R. & Ribes S.  2004.  The taxonomic identity of Circus alphonsi (Newton & Gadow 1893), the extinct harrier from Mauritius.  Ibis 146: 168-172.  (cecile.mower@univ-lyon1.fr; Villewbanne, France)


Conclusion it is conspecific with Réunion Harrier C. maillardi.

Oatley T.B.  2004.  A re-appraisal of the taxonomic status of the Karoo Scrub-robin. Ostrich 75: 156-158.  (cossypha@mweb.co.za; Percy Fitzpatrick Inst., Cape Town, South Africa)

Cercotrichas coryphoaeus is sufficiently different from congeners and Erythropygia to warrant a new genus to itself Salsolicola.

Payne R.B. & Sorensen M.D.  2004.  Behavioral and genetic identification of a hybrid Vidua: maternal origin and mate choice in a brood-parasitic finch.  Auk 121: 156-161.  (rbpayne@umich.edu; Michigan, USA)


Genetic identification of maternal species supports model of mate choice based on mimetic song in Vidua spp.

Woodcock M.W.  2003.  Systematics and confusion in the genus Parmoptila.  Bull. Br. Orn. Club 123: 274-277.  (Norfolk, UK)


Conclusion is 3 species: Red-fronted Antpecker P. rubrifrons, Woodhouse’s Antpecker P. woodhousei and Jameson’s Antpecker P. jamesoni.

Sites

Allan D.  2004.  Coastal Zululand.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(1): 28-35.  (No address given)


Notes on some of the best birding areas in southern Africa.

Allan D.  2004.  Ethiopia. Enigmas and endemics.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 28-34.  (No address given)


Notes on a trip primarily to look for White-winged Flufftail Sarothrurus ayresii.

Anderson M. & Biggs D.  2004.  Kimberley.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(4): 48-53.  (No address given)


A guide to birding places around the city of Kimberley.

Chadwick P.  2004.  Up a lazy river.  Birding by canoe.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 54-59.  (No address given)


Various opportunities within 90 minutes drive of George.

Jackson T.  2004. Nature’s Valley. Tsitsikama National Park.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 44-49.  (No address given)


Birds around an excellent campsite along south coast in the Garden Route.

McIlleron G.  2004.  The Garden Route’s best birding hotspots.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 50-53.  (No address given)


8 sites described briefly.

Mills M. & Cohen C.  2004.  Birding Cameroon, part 2. Southern Cameroon: forests, low to lofty.  Bull. ABC 11: 51-58.  (Cape Town, South Africa)

A full site guide to main sites and their birds.

Odendal A. & Hawkins M.  2004.  The Overburg great escape routes.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(5): 60-67.  (No address given)


Areas around Cape Agulhas.

Parker V.  2004.  Surveying Niassa.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2): 35-37.  (No address given)


Notes on 4 million ha reserve on northern border of Mozambique adjacent to Tanzania

Sinclair I. & 6 other authors.  2004.  Birding western Angola.  Bull. ABC 11: 152-160.  (vangatrs@global.co.za; Pinelands, South Africa)

Details of birds and sites along western scarp and adjacent coastal plain, all now relatively safe and accessible.  Several restricted range species occur.

Tarboton W. & Grobbelaar J.  2004.  Miombo magic, Mutinondo Wilderness.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2): 60-68.  (No address given)


Excellent place in NE Zambia near edge of Bangweulu basin, epecially for miombo birds.

Weiss Y.  2004.  Paarl Bird Sanctuary 10 years on.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(2): 38-45.  (No address given)


Notes on sanctuary site at Cape Town’s water treatment works.

Miscellaneous

Drummond M.  2004.  Heading for the future.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(3): 50-52.  (No address given)


The founding of Birdlife Soweto and its chairman Jabulani Banda.  Great strides are being made.

Fry C.H., Urban E.K. & Woodcock M.  2004.  The Birds of Africa.  Bull. ABC 11: 59-66.  (Kendal, UK)


Marking the publication of volume 7 to complete The Birds of Africa 1982-2004.

Steyn P.  2004.  All change.  Roberts: Birds of southern Africa.  Africa: Birds & Birding 9(6): 26-30.  (No address given)


History and advert for new edition due in July 2005 of the landmark publication of the birds of southern Africa.

Wakeling D.  2004.  The new Birdlife Zimbabwe library.  Honeyguide 50: 62-71.  (piumosso@africaonline.co.zw; Harare, Zimbabwe)


Details history and notes it has a fine collection of books and journals and has good links with the outside world.

Miscellaneous Short Notes

Honeyguide 50: 43-61.

Parkes D.A.  Calls of Goliath Heron. (Ardea goliath); 

Barry K. Water Leguaan robbing nest of Goliath Heron. (Ardea goliath);

Barry K. Rufous-bellied Heron on the Vungu River. (Ardeola rufiventris);

Truscott R. Observations on and experiences with a captive White-headed Vulture. (Trigonoceps occipitalis);

Chiweshe N. Bat Hawks at Rifa Conservation Education Camp. (Macheiramphus alcinus);

Barry K. Tree nesting Black Eagles. (Aquila verreauxii);  

Hartley R. Diaspora for two Black Sparrowhawks. (Accipiter melanoleucus); 

Barry K. Lanner Falcons attacking and driving off Peregrine Falcon. (Falco biarmicus chasing F. peregrinus); 

Barry K. Lanner Falcons attacking Fish Eagle. (Falco biarmicus chasing Haliaeetus vocifer); 

Cizek A. Green Coucal and others in Chirinda Forest: island biogeography and climatic warming. (Ceuthmochares aereus); 

Barry K. The Beit Bridge Alpine Swift colony revisited. (Tachymarptis melba); 

Nealon G. Lesser Honeyguide associating with White Helmet-Shrike. (Indicator minor with Prionops plumatus); 

Cizek A. Slender-billed Honeyguide in Harare. (Prodotiscus zambesiae); 

Jana A. African Pitta breeding in the Honde Valley. (Pitta angolensis); 

Riddell I.C. Pied Crow feeding on coffee shade tree seeds. (Corvus albus); 

Barry K. Pied Crows preying upon Fork-tailed Drongo. (Corvus albus on Dicrurus adsmilis); 

Dowsett R.J. Yellow-bellied Hyliota in the Victoria Falls area?. (Hyliota flavigaster); 

Chenaux-Repond R. More on short-tailed male Paradise Flycatchers. (Terpsiphone viridis); 

Chadder W. An aberrant plumaged Olive Sunbird. (Cyanomitra olivacea);  

Wood T. Plain-backed Sunbird in Umfurudzi Safari Area. (Anthreptes reichenowi); 

Wood T. More on House Sparrow in Harare. (Passer domesticus); 

Irwin M.P.S. Is the spread of the Northern Grey-headed Sparrow slowing down? (Passer griseus); 

Cizek A. Red-faced Crimsonwing feeding on exotic grass seeds. (Cryptospiza reichenovii); 

Riddell I.C. Mana Pools, then and now. 
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Riddell I.C.  More Marabou Stork breeding records.  (Leptoptilos crumeniferus)

Riddell I.C.  Vultures versus domestic dogs at Crowborough.

Brightman M.  Crowned Eagle preying on young bushpig.  (Stephanoetus coronatus)

Johnson C.  First Zimbabwean record of Spur-winged Lapwing.  (Vanellus sponosus);

Rushforth D.I. The Purple-crested  Lourie in Greater Harare.  (Tauraco porphyreolophus);

Masterson A.  Notes on Swamp Nightjar habitat in north-western Zambia.  (Caprimulgus natalensis);

Riddell I.C.  An early arrival date for the Woodland Kingfisher in Zimbabwe.  (Halcyon senegalensis);

Riddell I.C.  Greater Honeyguide encounters.  (Indicator indicator);

Riddell I.C.  Pied Crow recovers buried food items.  (Corvus albus);

Salnicki J. & Adlum D.  Unusual sighting.  (leucistic bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus).

