Zambia

         1. Status of Conservation Projects

The Important Bird Area (IBA) Project is ongoing. Current funding comes from NORAD (Norwegian Aid) and the European Union. Currently 15 of the 42 IBAs are monitored and the aim is to monitor 25/42 next year. In Mutulanganga funding has been received from the Global Environmental Fund to develop capacity, define the boundaries and build and information centre (to be finished by end 2010). (Mutulanganga is probably the largest remaining block of undisturbed lowland deciduous thicket in Zambia and is a regular breeding ground for the African Pitta and the only Zambian site from which Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo is regularly reported).

    2. Conservation Concerns

Degradation and loss of habitat remain the most serious environmental threat facing Zambia. Large areas of woodland and forest are being seriously affected by clearance for agriculture (largely small scale farming) and the cutting of trees for charcoal and firewood. According to the FAO Forest Resource Assessment for Zambia in 2005, the average annual deforestation rate for the country is 467,368 hectares (4673 sq. kms) per annum and is ranked fourth in the world for tropical forest clearing. Other issues include invasive alien plant species and the effects of climate change.

     3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae has been added to the Zambia list having been satellite tracked (although not sighted) in mid-November 2004 (the record has only just come to light). The addition brings the Zambian Bird List total to 753.

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

I maintain close contact with the Zambian Ornithological Society and the Zambia Birds web-group.

