Dear Clive,

Now that the meeting of the Trustees is imminent ....

Two concerns, neither new, but let me air them again.

1. It is not very easy to recruit Ugandans (and perhaps others) because most articles in the BullABC do not concern Uganda.  Obvious, but true.  Possibly any visiting member could give a talk, jointly with NatureUganda, to raise more interest.  Another incentive might be, if it were known that the ABC would sponsor one member to the next PAOC ...

2. There are several corporate members in Uganda and it would be nice if some proportion of that income, generated locally, could be spent locally.  This has happened in the past, but not on any regular basis.  If there were to be a known amount available each year, it would allow us to have an intern for several months, a procedure which has a good track record in encouraging young people to develop an interest in birds.  At the moment, we are left with only about £70 In Uganda shillings) and so will soon be asking for more, from wherever ...

Best wishes for a good meeting,

Derek Pomeroy

Dear Clive,

One issue that I would like to raise at your next committee meeting is sponsorship of interns.  We have had twenty or more at Makerere University over the past 20 years or more (including one now starting a study on Grey Parrots).  In the past, they have been partly funded by the ABC, and indeed we still have about £120 available for that purpose.

We find interns a very good way of getting young people interested and they often go on to a career in conservation.  One good example is (Dr) Julius Arinaitwe, at the BirfLife regional office in Nairobi.

Sometimes the funding has been through local corporate members, who pay their subscriptions, in our case, to NatureUganda.  But they also sometimes pay to the ABC direct.  However, this has been an on-and-off arrangement.  If the Ugandan corporate paid direct to us – or NU, whichever is preferred by the committee – then as most corporate members continue for a number of years, the likely annual income could be forecast and some planning would become possible.

I may also mention that there are only a few Ugandan members (who tend to be intermittent in paying their subscriptions!), partly because they do not think they get much for their fees.  The Bulletin is fine, but is more for birders than conservationists.  If there were a series of ABC-sponsored interns, then people would see something being done for conservation in Uganda!

I have copied this to Phil, with whom I have also discussed these matters.  And some other countries, e.g. Kenya, might be interested in similar schemes.

Best wishes, Derek
