Somaliland Report – February 2010

Status of Conservation Projects

In Somaliland, There really is no conservation effort worth the name. Sacada Din & Ceebad, two very important sites for seabirds near the Djibouti border are being developed for a major tourism / scuba diving project. Another IBA, Gacan Libaax Mountain, a picturesque Afro-Montane site that has a relatively healthy Juniper forest (which is important for the endemic Somali Blackbird, T. ludovicae and the semi-endemic Archer’s and Chestnut-Naped Francolins, P. castaneicollis) is being severely degraded by the invasion of nomadic herders. Even the Boorame Plains IBA is becoming an eyesore from overgrazing and over cultivation. 

Conservation Concerns

There is fearsome deforestation and large tracts of land in Somaliland are being cleared of the great variety of acacia trees that I used to know as a nomadic pastoralist.

Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

In recent trips around Somaliland searching for vultures on behalf of the ABC, I had the unique fortune to come across some endemic and hard to see birds that I have always read about: Lesser Hoopoe, A. hamertoni, Short-Tailed, P. freemantlii, Somali-Short-Toed, C. somalica, and Somali, M. somalica, Larks as well as Philippa’s Crombec, S. philippae and the gorgeous Red-Naped Bush-Shrike, L. ruficeps. 
New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

There are no Bird Clubs in Somaliland. Our development stage is at the survival level. Concerns about birds and their habitat is foreign to our society. The general attitude is if one is not selling birds, what else is there to do with them?

Birding in Somaliland has been full of harassment with even some arrests. But it’s delightful to engage people about birds, their ‘tribes’, ‘sub-tribes’, world-wide, Africa and Somaliland numbers; the resident species and the magic of migration involving some of the birds. Discussions relating to the degradation of bird habitats and the subsequent disappearance of the birds themselves and eventually other life forms have taken place. 
Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 

NatureSomaliland has been busy establishing a relationship with a ‘British’ curriculum primary school in Hargeisa. We want to introduce basic habitat-types and the birds (and other wild life) that live in them. In these types of schools, the curriculum is more liberal compared to Madrasas (conservative  religious schools) which dominate our education system. 

Other Concerns or Issues

Just as in most African countries that I have lived in or visited from South Africa to the Sudan, Somaliland’s natural environment is in serious trouble. Mainly the explosion of the human population is the culprit and it’s getting more crowded here every year.

The big ship we call Africa is headed in the wrong direction and I just do not see how things could turn around short or long term. Our once bountiful environment is devoid of trees and bushes and everything is washing off to the Gulf of Aden during those infrequent rainstorms. Among other creatures, our birdlife is in great jeopardy. 

