Sierra Leone                                           

1. Status of conservation project

I spent most of the time conducting surveys and, arranging and organizing birding tours in 2009. The surveys were conducted in several forest blocks that are not currently included within the IBA around Kono in Eastern Sierra Leone. The main aim of the project was the conservation of indigenous birds in the Gori hills forest. Through effective and responsible advocacy, action and education, the Sierra Leone Birds club has established various community based ecotourism Projects in the area.

The survey team comprised SLBC members, students and volunteers. The survey was able to promote the understanding and study of bird Species and also highlighted during the survey was the effect of forest degradation on birds, due to gold mining.

2. Conservation Concern

The forest lies between Tingi Mountains, a montane forest and Gola, a lowland forest in the east of Freetown. This area has one of the country’s greatest diversity of bird species however; the forest is rapidly disappearing due to farming, forestry and human settlement. Some of the bird species are under threat from degradation of the forest and the soil therefore. Extinction rates in the area are high by global standards. The government must design policies so that conservation laws can contribute to protection of species and their environments.

3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

 The survey team located most of the upper Guinea forest endemic bird species and confirmed the presence the presence of Black headed Rufous Warbler Bathmocercus Cerviniventris and White-breasted Guineafowl Agelastastes Meleagrides. In addition the team recorded the call of Shelley’s Eagle Owl Bubo shelleyi along the Gbokoso river around Levuma village. These bird species were not known to be present in this forest before the survey.

4 New Contacts With Other Bird Clubs

The Sierra Leone Bird Club recognizes the conservation activities of other like-minded organizations and collaborates in projects with common objectives. The club arranged and organised a 29 day Birding Tour with Ornithomedia, a Website on Birds by travelling writers from Belgium. They donated to our club a new Telescope and two new pairs of Binoculars. Another new contact we made was with Mr. William Jackson, from the Ministry of Information in Liberia that is housing a 2 man bird club in Monrovia.  

5 Promotional Activity For ABC e.g talks

John Caddick, a council member and Treasurer for ABC took part in a 14 day Birding Tour to Sierra Leone between 8th and 23rd December 2009, organised by Rockjumper Birding Tours. He donated two new copies of Birds of Western Africa and a tripod on behalf of ABC. He has interesting images of Birds and habitats that I would like you to add to my country page. We discussed the membership for ABC in Sierra Leone. At a  validation workshop on Tourism, organized by the ministry of tourism and culture in collaboration with the National Tourist Board of Sierra Leone I talked about the five big pairs of binoculars and a small pair that I received from ABC and also about your plan to train bird guides in Sierra Leone in the near future.

6 Other Concerns/ Issues

There has been an increase in the demand for timber and wild animals after the eleven years civil war and, in some cases that brought about the overuse of resources leading to many species becoming endangered or extinct. Government policies in the past have caused negative changes in the ecosystem by encouraging monoculture which has resulted in the degradation of vegetation and soil.

