Report from Kenneth Gbengba Sierra Leone (Feb 2009)
1. Status of Conservation Projects 

Sierra Leone Bird Club studied the implications of mining and logging on the upper Guinea Forest Endemic bird species in the Kono district in the East, just outside the Gola forest reserve. Three forest reserves were surveyed (Tingi Mountain forest reserve, Gori hills forest reserve and the Nimini hills forest reserve. ) between January and December 2009. 

2. Conservation Concerns 

Forest Reserves have been sold by local authorities to private companies that are now actively engaged in Mining and Logging, deforestation already existing in forest reserves such as the Tingi Mountain forest reserve and the Gori Hills forest reserve respectively. 

Most of the Endemic Bird Species have either left the reserves or are threatened by global extinction.
3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries 

Two Fraser's Eagle-owls were found at their nesting site in a hole on top of a big rock at the edge of the Gori forest in a farm bush, near Bumpe village in Kono- Eastern Sierra Leone. A total of four Eggs were seen in the hole on 10 January 2009. 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs 

Sierra Leone Bird Club was firmly represented at the West African Travel Market held in Banjul, The Gambia where we made contact with Habitat Africa (a Gambian Bird club) and met with other Bird Clubs such as TIERRA NATUURREIZEN from Belgium. 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 
We have spoken to the project manager of the Gola Forest Conservation Concession Programme about the ABC bird conservation projects that are success stories in other countries. We have brought in Birding Tour Operators such as Rockjumper Birding Tours from South Africa who in one way or another have spoken about the ABC to authorities in the Wildlife branch of the ministry of Forestry. 
6. Other Concerns or Issues 

Sierra Leone Birding Club needs Field Guides and used Binoculars.
