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Status of Conservation Projects

Rwanda Bird Atlas
The Rwanda Bird Atlas was started around August/September 2009 by myself. The project is currently still unfunded and contributions have only been received (excluding my own contributions) from two other people, one also located in Ruhengeri and the other based in Kibungo in the South-east of the country. The latter person is making a massive contribution and good records are being obtained from a wide range of locations.

The database at present contains records on 427 species which is heartening considering how much info we’re probably losing out on at the moment with people not submitting records. The records on these species include a host of breeding records ranging from mating and display through to fledgling and immature birds.

Software being used is currently only the Wildlife Recorder ® from the UK (very capable) and display of distribution on Google Earth®. More detailed mapping software will be a priority once funding is obtained.

Other
The re-forestation of Gishwati Forest appears to be going ahead very well with some new recent successful re-settlement of people as well as their positive involvement in planting trees where the forest had previously been chopped down. Great Ape Trust in conjunction with the government is running the main project there.

Conservation Concerns
1. The loss of wetlands has previously been highlighted as reason for massive concern with large areas of wetland, many papyrus wetlands, being consumed for rice and other agricultural activities. Lately, the suspected hunting of Blue Monkeys in and around the wetlands where patches of forest / woodland remain has raised concern about the lack of law enforcement in this regard although it appears the relevant authorities are seriously short of personnel to do so. 

2. Noteworthy is the gradual spread of the House Sparrow in Rwanda with around 4-5 locations now where sightings are regular / common. This includes sightings at Nyagatare (NE Rwanda), Rusumo Falls (SE Rwanda), Gitarama & Kigali (Central Rwanda).

Significant Bird Sightings/Discoveries

Pre-dominantly based on records received for the Rwanda Bird Atlas (some records for December ’09 and January ’10 are still outstanding). 

1. African Pitta once again during May ’09 – Buhanga Forest (CN)

2. Lagden’s Bush-shrike feeding immature – only 2nd record. July ’09, Nyungwe Forest (MC, PR, CC +rest of group)

3. Souza’s Shrike during November ’09 just west of Akagera NP (JA)

4. African Hobby during November ’09 in Kigali (JA)

5. Snowy-crowned Robin-chat – 2x sightings in Kibungo area Nov & Oct ’09 (distribution in Stevenson & Fanshawe shows no records for Rwanda) (JA)

6. Whinchat in Kibungo area – Nov ’09 (JA)

7. Semi-collared Flycatcher in Ruhengeri – January ’10 (MC)

Initials for persons reporting sightings are as follows: (CN) Claudien Nsabagasani, (CC) Callan Cohen, (JA) Jason Anderson, (MC) Marcell Claassen, (PR) Peter Ryan)
Contacts with other Bird Clubs & ABC Promotional Activity

It is anticipated that within the next month the Rwanda Birding Association (RBA) will be applying for ABC membership as their own membership contributions have commenced. The outlook is looking more positive for the RBA with the involvement of the Tour Operators’ association and ACNR, the Rwandan Birdlife partner.
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