Report from Marcell Claassen Rwanda (Feb 09)

Conservation projects & Concerns

I have received news that a bird monitoring project will commence shortly in the Musanze (Ruhengeri) area although no details are available at the moment on exactly what it will entail.  This will more than likely encompass the species occurring in the Parc National des Volcans.

In order to supplement this, I will be meeting with the Rwanda Tourism authorities for the area as well as the various research organisations to see how contributions from tourists and other visitors can be utilised in this project.  Contributions from visiting birders at locations elsewhere in the country can hopefully eventually be added to this or a similar countrywide project.  The local birding club which is in formation this month would also be able to contribute (see “Bird Clubs” section below about the club).

Although much research on various aspects of the natural history of the area is constantly underway, it’s heartening to see another project relating to ornithology 

commencing.

Bird Sightings

New Year’s day produced Shoebill in Akagera National Park at Lake Birengero.  This has according to the park rangers been a fairly consistent location for Shoebill sightings lately and the New Year’s day sighting of a sub-adult hopefully indicates breeding.

It also takes mention here that Akagera National Park could also be developed/promoted more as a birding location with a huge variety of species numbering in the region of 550.  I will definitely also be visiting Akagera more as well as attempt to get some feedback from tourists/visitors via the various tour operators in cooperation with the park rangers of Rwanda Tourism.

Bird Clubs
The establishment of a bird club in Musanze (Ruhengeri) is underway with the support of inter alia Rwanda Tourism authorities locally and the Karisoke Research Centre (DFGFI).  The club will endeavour to attract individuals from the area as members including younger people and children.  Commencing initially with birding excursions into local areas and Buhanga Forest, this should also not only raise awareness of birding in local communities but encourage youngsters to become involved with the potential of eventually becoming birding guides – something Rwanda needs desperately.

Activities will also be made known to tourists/visitors to the area and as the club and the experience of members grow, the member themselves can start assisting with guiding.  This would also create a golden opportunity to promote the ABC and its work whilst encouraging club members to join the ABC too.  The club will collect all information on species sightings from members, tourists and visitors as far as possible and make this available to the bird monitoring project about to commence in the area.  
