Nigeria

1. Status of Conservation Projects.

 

Apart from the downgrading of Yankari National Park to a State-run Game Reserve, the other 7 National Parks continue to be administered by the Federal Government although all the protected areas suffer from increasing poaching and illegal logging pressures. Other important areas of conservation concern, in particular, the Becheve Nature Reserve on Obudu Plateau, the Hadejia-Nguru Wetlands, the Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary, the Omo Forest Reserve and the Lekki Conservation Centre in Lagos receive a higher level of protection as their management is coordinated by the Nigerian Conservation Foundation. The A.P.Leventis Ornithological Research Institute in Jos (APLORI) also enforces the protection of the Amurum Forest Reserve on the Jos Plateau and has an important research facility in Yankari.

 

2. Conservation Concerns.

 

The remaining areas of rainforest in the SW and SE of the country continue to have pressure from illegal logging operations. The increasing population on the Obudu Plateau poses an ever-increasing pressure on the remaining montane forest outliers apart from Becheve. In the savanna belt, the downgrading of Yankari has led to a huge increase in poaching pressures with the elephant population being a particular target.

 

3. Significant Bird Sightings/Discoveries. 

 

A record of Brown Nightjar, Caprimulgus binotatus, in the Oban sector of the Cross River National Park in October 2009 was only the second record for this species in Nigeria.

 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs.

 

The Lekki Bird Club, an arm of the Nigerian Conservation Foundation, aims to generate an increased awareness of birds in Nigeria. 

 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC.

 

During 2010, through the generosity of the APLORI Foundation, it is the intention to increase the number of members of ABC to 30 with all new graduates of APLORI being offered free membership.

 

6. Other Concerns or Issues.

 

APLORI and NCF continue to be the main focus for ABC activities as outside of these 2 organisations, there is very little awareness of bird conservation initiatives throughout the country. With the increasing number of graduates from APLORI, we are hoping that in due course the importance of birds will be recognised on a wider scale and this in time will generate more support for ABC.

