ABC Country Representative Report 2008 – MALAWI

Status of Conservation Projects

A joint project between Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi (WESM-Zomba Branch), the Danish Hunters Association and the Lake Chilwa bird hunters association (BHA) entered its second phase. Amongst some of the activities were, setting up a monitoring program administered by the local BHA members. Hunters were trained in bird identification and keeping records of the amounts and identity of what they hunt. Bird sanctuaries were set up along the Ramsar site (Lake Chilwa), these are areas where communities agreed there would be no hunting. 
Majete Game Reserve in the Lower shire also is looking at bird conservation and is in the process of revising their bird lists. Mulanje Mountain Conservation Trust is also setting up a monitoring programme for the endemic Yellow-throated Apalis to begin to understand more of its ecology especially its altitudinal migration. Bob and Francoise Dowsett were in Malawi in October 2008 and helped to set up the first phase of this project. Stewart Lane also did some ornithological work on the mountain. Two of his ringed species (the Yellow-throated Apalis and the Malawi Batis were retrapped at Thuchila. This now begins to set the mark at getting some longevity data on birds on Mulanje Mountain. A small initiative titled Birds of Malawi is being set up. It hopes to promote bird conservation through research, environmental education and public awareness.
Conservation Concerns

Bird conservation in Malawi has not been a big topic. For this reason there are several issues that have simply not been looked at. For example, during the annual mammal count in Liwonde National park we discovered some of the effects of the extensive bird hunting taking place in the park. Hunters seem to be after the doves. Their method of hunting is however very destructive…they tend to poison small water pools where the birds come to drink. Unfortunately not only doves drink at these spots…the near endemic Lilian’s Lovebird is also a victim as seen from the photos below. This is an issue that needs to be looked at.
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The year 2008 also saw a strong debate with regards to bird collecting. It was learned with great shock that some small forests in Malawi may have been over sampled by researchers to provide museum specimens for Malawi and international countries. This news was brought to the attention of WESM and the wildlife department who discussed it with the concerned personnel. It is however of great concern that there are no strict rules or monitoring with regards to collecting for scientific purposes. The forestry institute of Malawi is currently in charge of issuing collection permits. However there is no individual (non-governmental) ornithology expert who is involved in the process. It may be necessary to involve ABC or the BirdLife partner in Malawi in licences for bird specimen collections. Border control people should also be aware of the fact that skins of any species cannot just be removed from the country and should be on the look out.

Significant Bird Sightings

A Blue Quail was seen at Likhubula in Mulanje on 17 Oct 2006. It seemed to have crashed into the window…probably disoriented by the light. The bird was not injured and flew away.

New contacts with other Bird Clubs

I am not aware of any existing clubs in Malawi. However one of the actions this year is to find out if there are any.
Promotional Activity for ABC

In April this year (2009?), I will be giving a talk at the Blantyre Branch of the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi. Here I will introduce ABC and its activities and also some of the work I’ll be doing on Mulanje Mountain.
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