Libya: Country Report  
By A. HAMZA

ABC's Country Representative

1. Status of Conservation Projects: 
Two main projects are underway in Libya for the last few years; 
· Midwinter census of waterbirds along the coastal plain: funded and organized by Environment General Authority (EGA) and supported by UNEP-Regional Activity Centre for Specially protected Areas (RAC/SPA). These censuses also organized with help of AFB, Wetlands international and AEWA in 2005-2008. This year's census will include some inland wetlands at the Libyan Desert. Results of 2005-06 were published in Wildfowl. Series of comprehensive census technical reports were produced and available from RAC/SPA or EGA (by contacting me).

Research, Habitat/species protection, public awareness and training of local young ornithologists are main aims of this project. 

· Ringing of Lesser Crested Terns: This project is also funded by EGA and RAC/SPA in collaboration with Zouitina Oil Co. whom the main breeding colony of this species located near its terminal on the north-east of the Gulf of Sirte. The activity started in 2006 by visiting the Garah island and confirming the status of the colony (colony discovered in 1930's, then visited in 1993 by Mininger et al., till our visit in 2006 no documented visit were conducted). 

In 2007-2008 further visits to the island were done, color (Italian) and Metal (BirdLife Malta) was applied for the first time to the species in the Mediterranean. Furthermore ringing of Elba island nestlings and discovery of new breeding colony in Benghazi added a third site to the species breeding sites. 
· Birds were one of the themes of Eastern Mediterranean Biodiversity project, conducted by Natural History Museum of Crete, as interreg III project, in collaboration with several eastern Mediterranean countries, among them Libya. During October 2007-June 2008, several posters on bird migration, waterbirds and on birds of prey were produced and translated into Arabic. These posters then exhibited in several Libyan universities and schools, for awareness and education propose. 
2. Conservation Concerns

The country is lacking a reliable system of designation and governance of protected areas and national parks. The existing PA's and NP's are require great support in means of financial, technical and human resources needs. 

Currently EGA is leading a national initiative with UNDP towards setting up such system, in accordance with international conventions. 

NGO's are still mainly working on general environmental problems, and very few are concentrating on wildlife and conservation targets, with limited support from the government.  
3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

Several sightings were reported in the 4 technical reports produced after the winter censuses, including reporting several species suspended their autumn migration to sub-sahara Africa and stayed wintering in Libya, in addition to other reporting of less known wintering species, e.g. Auduin Gulls, Black-headed gulls, little gulls, Eurasian Curlews, Eurasian Cranes and march harriers, which reported in considerable numbers in certain sites along the Libyan coast.  

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

We have regular contacts with Tunisian AAO and the Tunisian Group of Ornithology. 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks)

There is a planning to start promotional activities for ABC in Libya, by establishing an NGO called Libyan Friends of Birds. The founding members of this NGO are ornithologists working at University of Alfateh, EGA, Boy scouts and other sectors. The process of declaring this NGO is underway and awaiting formal permission. The NGO LFB will represent ABC in Libya.  
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