ETHIOPIA (Feb 09) Abdi Jama

1. Status of Conservation Projects 

In Ethiopia, there seem to be a plethora of conservation projects afoot and genuine efforts to manage biodiversity better. Regarding only the regions I know, any effort at conservation is simply overwhelmed by the exploding human population and the increasing need for cultivable and grazing land. 
2. Conservation Concerns
Many magical areas protected in the past as national parks, game reserves, water catchment assets are now invaded by land-hungry communities. As an example, the Bale Mountains National Park and surrounding areas are now almost completely reclaimed by farming and pastoral communities formerly kept out by the Central Government agencies. The fantastic Hareena Forest to the South West of the National Park is being devastated by logging of mature trees and fires for land clearance. The incomparable Sanetti Plateau is full of cattle. We actually saw a domestic dog romancing a group of Semian wolves! 
Whatever benefits the present Federal form of governance in Ethiopia has brought, it looks to me that the natural environment is being destroyed in many of the regions and protecting these irreplaceable resources is simply not a priority for these regional and local authorities.  
3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries 

I had the unique privilege to see quite a few rare and endemic bird species during my travels in Ethiopia (See scanned images attached) : Stresemann's Bush Crow, Z. Stresemanni, Prince Ruspoli's turaco, T. ruspolii, Rouget's Rail, R. rougetti,  Arabian Bustard, A. arabs;  Nubian bustard, N. nuba, and a strange Barbet. 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs 

The Ethiopian Wildlife and Natural History Society seems to be the only bird conservation entity in the country. I know most of the personalities there. 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 
We would love to introduce school-children in Asaita and Semera towns in Afaria to the magic of birds & birding and the need to conserve habitats and biodiversity in their communities. 

6. Other Concerns or Issues 

1. The Chilean misquite invasion of the Horn countries has affected Ethiopia greatly especially Afaria and Somali Regions, arid and already drought-prone province. 

2. The important Ash River is already half-dead south of Gowane town. Much of the water is diverted by massive agro-businesses. A little bit Upriver from Samara, the capital of Afaria, the Tandaho Dam is being put up; and will reduce the flow of the river even further. The beautiful acquarine lakes of Afambo and Abe' may eventually dry out causing the loss of thousands of flamingos and countless migratory shorebirds. (Plz see Djibouti CONCERNS section). 

