Eritrea
1. Conservation Status 

Only one century ago, 30% of Eritrea was covered by forests. By 1952, that amount had dwindled to 11% (Fiore,1952). Today the value is estimated to be as little as 1%, or even less.

· The main causes of forest destruction are:

· Unwise land use systems and expansion of agriculture

· Consumption of fuel wood
· Thirty years of drawn-out liberation war during colonization
· Construction of traditional houses (Hidmo), and agricultural equipments
· And the attitude of the people towards the trees as gifts of God
The result of all the above factors, plus excessive soil erosion, decrease

in humidity, and rainfall, is a fragile and degraded forest environment.

According UNEP(1992), Eritrea is generally classified as arid and semi-arid. 

2. Conservation Concerns

In Eritrea, wildlife conservation in general and bird conservation in particular is in its initial stage largely owing to decades of protracted war persistent drought and the past colonial administrations disregard for the management of natural resources. Nevertheless, Eritrea exhibits a wide variety of natural ecosystem that is well distributed across the country. The biodiversity of Eritrea deserves attention regionally and globally. 

Historically Eritrea accommodated a wide range of animal species, including birds. Eritrea provides habitats for about 540 species of birds. Of these, fourteen birds are near endemic, shared with Ethiopia. Among the several types of habitat, coastline, islands, river systems are sites for wintering or passage migrants. At present, population of a number of bird species in parts of Eritrea are distributed unevenly, but they are few in number and considered as threatened like Sociable Lapwing (Vanellusgregarious) and Slender-billed Curlew.  

3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

 The Sociable Lapwing is a critically endangered species that has undergone a large population decline in recent years for reasons that are poorly understood. According to recent estimates, the total breeding population is very low.  Eritrea is one of the target wintering sites for the bird.  Volunteers, 3rd  year Biology students from Eritrea Institute of Technology, initiated one research project on November 2009, which is funded by ABC and coordinated by ABC country representative, to locate the bird’s wintering site in the highland plateaus of the country, identify special threats, and suggest possible solutions to insure the bird’s safe live in the wintering site. 

Till now, the survey team reported 208 Sociable Lapwing individuals in the central highland of Eritrea. The finding of the bird in Eritrea is good news and gives tremendous encouragement to conservationists from different countries working to save this rare bird from extinction in Kazakhstan, Russia and Middle East. It’s an incredible discovery, which gives real encouragement to global conservation efforts to save this Critically Endangered species. The project will continue in January and February and the team is very optimistic to find many birds. 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

So far no bird club is formed and officially registered in Eritrea. This creates difficulties to conduct organized activities and make contact with any other NGOs or Bird Clubs. As a country representative and research team leader I tried to make some contact with individuals from Sudan which is particularly interested in locating and tracing the Critically Endangered Bird, Sociable Lapwing, in Sudan. This contact helped the research team to get some idea about the bird’s current ecological conditions in Sudan. This is interesting and the team believes Eritrea and Sudan shares the same ecological areas because they are neighbours and bordered by land.  

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 

Partly the Critically Endangered bird, Sociable Lapwing, is known to winter in Eritrea and Sudan. The bird needs safety in the wintering ground. This urgent issue can be addressed only through increasing the awareness of the people towards birds and biodiversity conservation issues. As part of the research project to locate Sociable Lapwing in the wintering site, team organised some community meeting, mostly community & religion leaders, and students. 

6. Other Concerns or Issues
Although Eritrea is known as habitat for many birds, birding is in its initial stages and needs promotion. The awareness of the people is very low. To change this, the formation of a bird club is the foremost demand. As ABC country representative, I am trying to move towards the formation of a bird club. If possible, I would like ABC to consider the following points.

· If ABC can send more copies of the club bulletin to be distributed to schools and public areas.

· We still have problems in getting binoculars and field guides

· Allocate some funds to organise public meetings, organise short courses on birds and birding and arrange public tour, specially junior and senior students, to some important bird areas.

This is our entire plan for this year and I hope ABC will give us some assistance.

