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1. Status of Conservation Projects

I do not know of any ongoing ABC projects in Egypt.  I would like to be informed if there are any.

2. Conservation Concerns

We had a campaign to try to save habitats for birds at Crocodile Island, Luxor.  While the hotel development went ahead, we made the hotel management aware of bird concerns and it might have helped preserve some of the habitats.  

There was an oil spill this past year in spring which affected the coasts of Hurghada and Northern Red Sea Islands.  Birds were affected, but we never learned the extent.  We brought our concerns to the attention of local NGOs and GOs.

Development continues around the shores of Lake Qarun threatening the viability of this IBA and Protected Area.  

Bird hunting remains a major problem in Egypt and needs to be addressed.  

The building of wind farms and power lines along the Gulf of Suez remains a major concern, particularly in the area of Gabel El Zeit, an IBA and globally important bottleneck for migratory soaring birds. We continue to lobby and generate awareness about this issue.    

3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

An article was published in Birding World (5/2010) about Mangrove Olivaceous Warbler Hippolias pallida alulensis, documenting the first record of this subspecies from Egypt. This subspecies was recently first described from the Horn of Africa and its distribution in the Red Sea seems to be greater than previously known.  

On 2010-06-06, there was a Yellow-Throated Sparrow (Chestnut shouldered Petronia) at Marsa Allam, the first record of this species for Egypt. 

  

A Basalt Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens picata was photographed at Shalateen on Dec 2nd, which represents the first record for Egypt . 

  

A dead bird photographed on Oct. 30 by Ahmed Badry Sayed (Elba Protected Area Ranger) on the coast at Adal Deeb, was subsequently identified as a Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus, the first record for Egypt . 

Local fishermen confirmed the long-suspected breeding of Crab Plover Dromas ardeola on small sandy islets off Marsa Shaab south of Salateen, describing perfectly the nests and breeding behaviour in a colony found during summer 2010.  This would be the first confirmed breeding of this species for Egypt, which has long been suspected.  

Ferruginous Duck was found breeding at Aswan in May, the first breeding record for Egypt. 

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

I have tried to promote African Bird Club interests through my participation in Nature Conservation Egypt (NCE), the BirdLife International Affiliate for Egypt. 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 

I prompted awareness of the ABC Grant and offered my assistance to help with developing proposals.  

I also identified and nominated Egyptians for free membership to ABC.

6. Other Concerns or Issues

