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17 June 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

The Dyer Island Conservation Trust (DICT) was initiated 2 years ago, by Wilfred Chivell, with the objectives of “establishing the conservation, rehabilitation or protection of the natural environment, including flora, fauna or the biosphere, the care of wild animals; the promotion of, and the conducting of educational and training programmes relating to environmental awareness, greening and clean-up projects, and conservation research”.  

The first conservation project initiated by DICT, in conjunction with Deon Geldenhuys and Lauren Waller from CapeNature, was the Faces of Need African Penguin Housing Project.  This project targets the African Penguins living on Dyer Island which are currently classified as vulnerable to extinction on the IUCN Red list. Due to the alarmingly decrease in African Penguin populations in their endemic range in Southern Africa, DICT hosted the 1st Annual African Penguin conference in Kleinbaai, South Africa.  This two day conference brought together over 30 key African Penguin scientists, managers and rehabilitation specialists, representing both South Africa and Namibia to collaborate and address African Penguin status, conservation and management.  
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The conference opened with a signing of a Memorandum of Agreement between DICT (Wilfred Chivell) and CapeNature (Deon Geldenhuys; manager of Dyer Island) formalizing the critical partnership between the two organizations for both ongoing and future conservation projects.
One of the conference highlights was an interactive oil spill exercise, lead by environmental consultant Alison Dehrmann (Peak Practice) and Reinard Geldenhuys (Overberg District Disaster Management). This exercise will be fundamental for the development of a contingency plan in the event of an oil spill event. The conference also focused on factors surrounding the IUCN “vulnerable” status of the African Penguins, such as fish levels, habitat loss, and egg/chick predations, oiling, etc.  At the end of the conference, delegates put together the Gansbaai Declaration on the African Penguin, which calls on all the relevant authorities to halt the further decline of this vulnerable species.

Attached hereby is the finalized Gansbaai Declaration.  We ask that each reader use this declaration within their current sphere of influence, in conjunction with the relevant authorities, to put measures in place that can further the protection and conservation of the African Penguin. 

If you have any enquiries please contact the Dyer Island Conservation Trust via Wilfred Chivell (082 906 0101; chivell2@isales.co.za).
Kind regards,
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Wilfred Chivell

Chairman, Dyer Island Conservation Trust










