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Overview

This report summarizes thfindings of thefirst phase of this projeawhichseeks to find out threats in
North Yala Swamp and its neighbourho®tie study is taking part in the Northern Section of Yala
Swamp at least 5 kilometes into the swamp and up to about 10 kilometers out of the swamp which
is an irrigation plantation, the Bunyala Rice Irrigation Scheme. Between the irrigation scheme and
the swamp is a fallow field much of which is currently under reclamation for rioarigr This first of
the 3 surveysvas carried out from the 24September 2009 to"®Octaber 2009. It involved a
combinedreconnaissance and field woekerciseduringand inclusive othe mentioned days.

During the survey, my assistants were Festus OgriybJoseph Achieno (the local trainee). Together
we executed Timed Species CouR&Cs(from the rice schemep to the fallow expansgalthough

we did overall bird watching from the irrigation scheme into the swamp duanhgo days
reconnaissanceand @GS points recording of our study site coverage and the focal points where
threats were observed in the various habitats. Five major habitats were observed: artificial wetland,
savanna, bushed grassland, swamp and woodland habitats.

Certain issuethat require urgent conservation interventiowere exposed durinthe suveynotably
bird poisaing and swamp land encroachment.

We recommend immediatantervention by relevant stakeholdersn the threats of deliberate bird
poisoning and swamp encroachmedmt for subsistencdarming
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Methodology

Map of Study Area:
Map of Yala swamp showing the study area, N. Yala Swamp and Bunyala Irrigation Scheme
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Objectives and Methods
1.Bird Species checklist updamployingTimed Species CounfESCs) ib transectsDuring this
survey, ve applied TSCs every day from 0630 hrs to 1000hrs dependent on the start time for one
hour. Wewalkedslowlyalong paths that run through the rice schentiee fallowsectionand into the
swamp
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Noting down bird specieshabitat and GPS points idesignatedtransects

2.We used a GPS unit during the habitat survey where we obtained the central coordinates of a locality
where a threat was observed. The corresponding habitat was also noted. This will be used for
mapping the haltats andthreatsto the habitats and birds.

3.Training of the site trainee went on throughetliield work as he accompanied throughout the
surveypracticing on using the GPS and mastering the Timed Species Counts procedure

Results

1.A total of 172 bird species(Appendix Iwere sightedduring the first survey However no papyrus
endemic bird specigsas been sightedo fardespite having gone up to 5 kilometers into the swamp
area Generally, the Bladkeaded GonoleklLaniarius erythrogastgmwas the comnonest birdsighted
while the RuffPhilomachus pugnaand the African Opebilled Stork(Anastomus lamelligerus
lamelligeru$ were abundantin numbers Eightbird specieqwith evidence photo®f 50f thesenot
documented from theegionbeforewere alsoseen.These includespeciesvhose rangalescription
and mapdoes notinclude thisstudy area in one or both of the most relied local guide bo&ksié of
Kenya and Northern TanzaraBirds of East Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi
Therelative abundancesf the bird speciewvill be calculated at the end of the survesnen all birds
have been observed.
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2. Various threatsvere observed and GPS points at these locations collefciethapping They include:

i. Deliberate lird poisoningwhichwas noted in various localities withithe entire approximately500
harange of the Bunyala Rice Irrigation Scheéotal of55 birdspeciegAppendix Iwere observed
to be affeded by deliberatepoisoring.

A poacher with poisoned birds in a sack

ii. Habita Clearingtlogging slashingand burning was observed to beampant in the fallow land
following efforts to reclaim the lanftowards the swamp directiorfpr rice farmingwhile in the
swamp locals are clearing vegetationthe swamgfor subsistence atae farming Farming in the
swamp land was observed throughout the entire 5 kilometexasect lengttthat we walked into
the swampduring the survey.

Logging to create area for ridarming
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