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Overview  
This report summarizes the findings of the first phase of this project which seeks to find out threats in 

North Yala Swamp and its neighbourhood. The study is taking part in the Northern Section of Yala 

Swamp- at least 5 kilometers into the swamp and up to about 10 kilometers out of the swamp which 

is an irrigation plantation, the Bunyala Rice Irrigation Scheme.  Between the irrigation scheme and 

the swamp is a fallow field much of which is currently under reclamation for rice farming. This first of 

the 3 surveys was carried out from the 24th September 2009 to 9th October 2009. It involved a 

combined reconnaissance and field work exercise during and inclusive of the mentioned days. 

During the survey, my assistants were Festus Opiyo and Joseph Achieno (the local trainee). Together 

we executed Timed Species Counts-TSCs- (from the rice scheme up to the fallow expanse; although 

we did overall bird watching from the irrigation scheme into the swamp during a two days 

reconnaissance) and GPS points recording of our study site coverage and the focal points where 

threats were observed in the various habitats. Five major habitats were observed: artificial wetland, 

savanna, bushed grassland, swamp and woodland habitats. 

Certain issues that require urgent conservation intervention were exposed during the survey notably 

bird poisoning and swamp land encroachment. 

We recommend immediate intervention by relevant stakeholders on the threats of deliberate bird 

poisoning and swamp encroachment by for subsistence farming. 
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Methodology  

Map of Study Area: 

Map of Yala swamp showing the study area, N. Yala Swamp and Bunyala Irrigation Scheme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives and Methods  

1. Bird Species checklist update employing Timed Species Counts (TSCs) in 5 transects: During this 

survey, we applied TSCs every day from 0630 hrs to 1000hrs dependent on the start time for one 

hour. We walked slowly along paths that run through the rice scheme, the fallow section and into the 

swamp

Bunyala Irrigation Scheme 

North Yala Swamp 

STUDY SITE 
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Noting down bird species, habitat and GPS points in designated transects 

2. We used a GPS unit during the habitat survey where we obtained the central coordinates of a locality 

where a threat was observed. The corresponding habitat was also noted. This will be used for 

mapping the habitats and threats to the habitats and birds.  

3. Training of the site trainee went on through the field work as he accompanied us throughout the 

survey practicing on using the GPS and mastering the Timed Species Counts procedure. 

Results 

1. A total of 172 bird species (Appendix I) were sighted during the first survey. However no papyrus 

endemic bird species has been sighted so far despite having gone up to 5 kilometers into the swamp 

area. Generally, the Black-headed Gonolek (Laniarius erythrogaster) was the commonest bird sighted 

while the Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) and the African Open-billed Stork (Anastomus lamelligerus 

lamelligerus) were abundant in numbers. Eight bird species (with evidence photos of 5of these) not 

documented from the region before were also seen. These include species whose range description 

and map does not include this study area in one or both of the most relied local guide books (Birds of 

Kenya and Northern Tanzania & Birds of East Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi). 

The relative abundances of the bird species will be calculated at the end of the survey when all birds 

have been observed.



[Martin Odino (2009)] Page 5 

 

2. Various threats were observed and GPS points at these locations collected for mapping. They include: 

i. Deliberate bird poisoning which was noted in various localities within the entire approximately 500 

ha range of the Bunyala Rice Irrigation Scheme. A total of 55 bird species (Appendix I) were observed 

to be affected by deliberate poisoning. 

 

A poacher with poisoned birds in a sack 

ii. Habitat Clearing �tlogging, slashing and burning- was observed to be rampant in the fallow land 

following efforts to reclaim the land (towards the swamp direction) for rice farming while in the 

swamp locals are clearing vegetation in the swamp for subsistence arable farming. Farming in the 

swamp land was observed throughout the entire 5 kilometers transect length that we walked into 

the swamp during the survey. 

 

 

Logging to create area for rice farming


