Guidelines for Contributors

The Bulletin of the African Bird Club welcomes original contributions on all aspects of the birds of Africa. Africa is here defined as the area covered by Collar, N. J. & Stuart, S. N. 1985. Threatened Birds of Africa and Related Islands: The ICBP/IUCN Red Data Book. Cambridge, UK: International Council for Bird Preservation, namely continental Africa, Indian Ocean islands west of 80oE, e.g. Madagascar, the Mascarene Islands and Socotra; Atlantic Ocean islands on or east of the mid-Atlantic ridge, e.g. the Tristan da Cunha group, the Azores and the Canaries (for a map, see Bull. ABC 12: 2). Photographs and drawings are welcomed.


Contributions will be accepted subject to editing and refereeing by independent reviewers, where appropriate. The Editorial Team will be happy to advise authors on the acceptability of material at draft stage if desired.

Submissions

Contributions should be submitted by e-mail (preferred) or on CD (large files containing high-quality photographs or figures) to the editor's address on the inside front cover. Exceptionally, contributions submitted exclusively as hard (printed) copies can be accepted if the author is unable to provide electronic files. Such manuscripts should be supplied in two copies and be double-spaced, on one side of the paper only, with wide margins all round. Photographs and graphics should be supplied electronically as high-resolution jpegs or tiffs (preferably >300dpi and not heavily compressed). Original images are preferred to those that have been cropped or digitally manipulated and files should be sent separately, not embedded in other documents. Photographs supplied as prints or colour slides can be accepted. All submissions are acknowledged.


Contributions are accepted in English or French. For major papers, a summary briefly presenting the key results and conclusions should be included. In addition, French summaries are required for all contributions published in English, and vice versa. If authors cannot provide a summary in the other language themselves, they should supply one for translation. Authors are encouraged to submit their work to other ornithologists for critical assessment and comment prior to submission. All help received should be acknowledged.


If a contribution is submitted on CD, computer (e.g. IBM compatible PC, Macintosh) and word-processing package (e.g. Word, WordPerfect) used should be stated. 


When sending their contribution on disk, authors should not key anything in ALL CAPS (i.e. with the CAPS LOCK key depressed) unless the combination always occurs in that form (e.g. ‘USA’). The carriage return key should not be used at the end of lines, and the margins should not be justified right. When formatting tables one tab, and not spaces, should be used between each column. Unless a sketch map is provided as part of the article the names of places should follow those on standard or readily available maps (preferably a recent edition of The Times Atlas of the World).

Preferred bird names

The African Bird Club has published a checklist of birds in its region (www.africanbirdclub.org/resources/checklist.html) based on Bird of Africa Vols. 1–7, but incorporating recent revisions where appropriate. It includes preferred scientific, English and French names as well as races and alternatives used by publications widely used in Africa. This list should be followed or at least the preferred name used there should be given as an alternative. For non-Birds of Africa species (e.g. from the Malagasy region) Dowsett & Forbes-Watson (1993) should be used or, for species outside the ABC region, Dickinson (2003) The Howard and Moore Complete Checklist of the Birds of the World. Deviation from such works should be noted and the reasons given.

Style

Authors are requested to follow the conventions used in the Bulletin of the African Bird Club and to refer to a recent issue for guidance. A detailed style guide can be obtained, either electronically or as a hard copy, on request from the Managing Editor.

Guidelines for Contributors

11-01-08


